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PREFACE. 


In 


EVERAL reaſons have induced the Author of 
the following Eſſay to publiſh and circulate it. 
1. He hoped, that by. a clear ſtatement of the doc- 
trines maintained by himſelf and others of the Cal- 
vigiſtie perſuaſion, together with the ohjections uſu- 
ally brought againſt them, the humble enquiring 
reader, might have a. fair opportunity of judging 
for himſelf, and determining on which fide of the 
queſtion the truth lies. 2. He hoped that a candid, 
6 diſpaſſionate review of the nature and tendency of 
+ his principles, might ſerve to remove ſome of thoſe 
© falſe, malignant aſperſions with which ſome have 
charged them, as well as reconcile others to them, 
who may hitherto have conceived an abhorrence of 
them through miſrepreſentation and miſtake. 3. 
He hoped that ſome who may have been taught 
them in ameaſure, and who may be without the help 
of larger tracts, might be able more elearly to diſ- 
cern their nature and excelleney: How much they 
are interwoven with the ſcriptures, as well as with 
their own experience, and how much they conduce 
0 the real Chriſtian's comfort, and ſtability, and joy 
in God; allo, that ſuch may be ſupplied with an in- 
"creaſe of aſſiſtance to give to every one that aſks 
{them a reaſon of their hope. 
The Author preſumes it will be unneceſſary to ſay 
What rancour, or virulence, or the love of controverſy 
have dictated to his pen.“ The impartial, candid 
reader, he flatters himſelf, will be able to diſcover 
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nothing of the kind in what he has written. If he 
knows his own heart, he is ſure he loves all who love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, of every name 
and denomination; and can readily paſs by, in chriſ- 
tain communion, the thipgs in which we differ, to 
unite in chriſtian affection in thoſe; in which we are 
agreed. But as his office and character, his Bible 
and Maſter call upon him to lead his chriſtain bre- 
thren into the whole truth, as it has been tau ght 
him; he cannot but deem himſelf fully jaftibed + in 
attemptiog this by a little Eſſay. And though he 
has'ſome reaſon to believe, many into whoſe hands. it | 
may fall, wilt want candor and patierice to peruſe 
it; he is not without a fanguine expectation, that ĩt 
may pleaſe God to give his bleſſing to it, for the in- 
ſtruction avd benefit of others, who may alſo hither- 
to have been miſled by error and Prejudice, by books 
and conuexions. 
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ESSAY, Kc. 
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IT isfaid the Son of Man came to ſcek and to ſave 
\ 1 that which was loſt, This is the caſe with us all. 
| And to this gracious undertaking his ſheep, who like 
the reft of mankind are lyiag in a guilty, periſhing 
| Kate (x John v. 19.) owe their recovery and life. 


ins | For being ignorant and fooliſh, they know not the 


' way to his fold; being feeble, expoſed, tand defence- 
leſs, they could not attempt to return with, fafety and 
ſucceſs; and being guilty and diſobedient, how 
could they know, without more underſtanding than 


: ſhould be received upon their return? But being ſe- 
cure and ſatisfied with the reſt of ſinners, they have 


; 
| | they poſleſs in a ſtate of tranſgreſſion, that they 
/ 
; 
£ 


no inclination or defire to return. Another muſt ſave 


them. Hence, ſays the Apoſtle, ye were as ſheep 


going aſtray, but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of your ſouls. 1 Pet. 11. 25. Iſa. li. 6. 
2 Chriſt aſſures; us, he gave his life for the ſheep. . 


Aud his word tells us, elſwhere, that he will both vg 


ſeek his ſheep and find them out, and that when he 


+: * hath found them, he layeth them on bis ſhoulders re- 


Joieing, &c. and cauſes joy in heaven far their reco- 


very. This alone may be ſufficient to convince us, 
that our falvation is entirely and altogether of free 


1 
** 


| 1 And every true believer is, doubtleſs, taught 


this in a manner in which he can never be untaught 
it again. Surely, he reſtoreth my ſoul; he leadeth me 


in the paths of righteoaſneſs far his name's fake, and 


he ſhall have all the praife. Pf. xxiii. 3. 
5 | A 3 | 
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l : | 
tir But further, Sal vation tnuſt be altogether and 4 en- 
ely of God's gracious election, or of man's choice 
and works; for between thefe the apoſtle allows no 
poſſible medfurn; Rom. Xi. 'S» 6.) that is, it muſt be 
of God's hee will, or of man's ; of God's purpoſe or 
of man's; of God's power, wiſdom, mercy, and 
grace, or elfe vf man's; for one of theſe-mnft claim 
the precedency in order of working. Either God is 
before us or we are before him, in the concern of our 
ſalvation. And if man be the firſt mover, te muſt 
continue the chief worker to the end; and in that 
caſe is not ſaved by grace but by works only. We 
muſt be made perfectly righteous in the fight of 
God we mult be juſtified'or freed from the condem- 
nation of the holy law we have broken, by our own | 
obedience only, or by chat of another for us; for both 
cannot be neceſſary,” when one alone is ſufſicient. 
But the apoſtle affirms, that by the obedience of one, 


viz Chriſt, ſhall many be made righteous. If fo, | 


our own, being unequal to the requirements of the 
law of God, is worthieſs and of no uſe to juſtify or 
acquit us before him ; that is; in other words, to 
fave us from his wrath, or to ſecure us his favonr. © 
Hence, Chriſt is called, by way of eminence, both 
our righteonſneſs and falvation. Nevertheleſs, the 
obedience of love to Chriſt and his will, in a belie- 

ver, though imperfect and defeCtive in the extreme, 
is the ſure ſign of a pardoned juſtified Rate, is che „ 
fruit of his ſpirit within us, and the effort of willing 

ſubjection to his government and rule. By the ſin- 


leſs obedience of Chriſt unto death without us and 


for us, we are juſtified or made the righteouſnels of 5 
God ;* and by the obedience of grace within us, 10 
mean 


— ret. K„ĩH — 
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* A late writer, — ſtood at the Bead of a very numerous party, 
heütates not to ſay (lee Mrs Hervey's. eleyen Letters, page 273 
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mean, a- frame of heart diſpoſed to aceept and obey 
de the whole will of God, that juſtified ſtate is declared 
o and proved. Free merey provided the one before 
be we had our exiſtence, and the gracious ſpirit, the 
| Fruit of that mercy, implants the other, when and 
id Where be pleaſeth Heb. i. 3. John iii. 5, 8. 
| 
| 


m We may further remark ; it we begin our own 
is 7 ſalvation. by complying with and by ſetting forward 


ur the ſpirit, the grace, or the light within-us, as ſome 
iſt | affirm; or in other words, by doing our beſt, as others 

) ſay, our eternal life entirely depends upon ourle]ves; 

and the all- ſufficient atonement and righteouſneſs of 
of [ Chriſt can come in for little ſervice, and for as little 
m- } praiſe. Gal, v. 4. But if God be the firſt worker, 
wn be is the chief and the only worker to the end; and 
th | the believing ſinner, in that caſe, is ſaved by grace 


alone: that is, the grace which hath provided a ſure- 


ſo, applies that proviſion to the heart by the Holy 
the Spirit, and makes it effectual to ſanctify and preſerve 
or the believer to glory. The knowledge and experi- 
to ence of ſuch grace operate more ſtrongly than his 
| corruptions, 


oe. 1 te that there are hundreds » yea thouſands of true believers, who never 
; once thought of Chriſt fulfilling all righteouſneſs- in their ſtead.” 
me, See Röm. v. 19. One would be ready to enquire what kind of be- 
che ö hevers they could be? unleſs ſuch as the apoſtle deſcribes: who be- 
ling ing ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their 
fins on, have not ſubmitted themſelves to the "righteouſneſs of God. 
For Chriſt is the end of the law for righteoufneſs to every one that 
and # believes. And it is wonderful how any could 1avingly believe with 
s of cout knowing him to have fulfilled all righteouſneſs, in the behalf of 
s, I ſuch, But from the apoſtle's words, the receiving of the righteouſ. 
© neſs of Chriſt, as the alone ground and meritorious cauſe of juſtifica- 
tian, is an act of ſubmiſſion. It requires us to renounce all our own 
inperent righteouſneſs as worthleſs and of no uſe in the concern of bur 
* agceptance with Cod; and to venture our whole ſelves upon this bat- 
party» 4 t&d. Nr deliverance and life. This is contrary and mortitying to 
278) proud nature, which is one grand reafon why it is diſliked and 
1 that® rejected. | 


tended and formed to gratify. Rom. vin. 6. To 


T7 
corruptions; and by its influence the faculties of his | 
mind are borne above the prevalence of fleſhly things, 


and acquire a reliſh for the things of Chriſt, which | 


his love, his preſence, and his ſervice are alone in- 1 


ſay, however, we are born with grace, with light, 
and with the ſpirit, and that our eternal life depends | 
upon our improvement of that grace as a talent com- 
mitted to our truſt, is the ſame as to ſay that we are 
born children of light inſtead of children of darkneſs, 
children of holineſs inſtead of uncleanneſs, children 
of life inſtead of children of wrath, and children of ; 
God inſtead of children of the withed one. Being 
thus bora in goodneſs and in grace, we ſurely need 
not be born again, we ate the offspring of grace al- 
_— not of fin and corruption; and the goſ- 
= ts enlighten us, and the ſpirit to quicken, us, are 
th ſuperfluous gifts. 80 ſaying, however, wel 
deny the apoſtle's words, and contradict the moſt 
ſtriking apd moſt ſtubborn matters of fact. For, is 4 
it not too well known to be diſputed or concealed, d 
that many children about us, at eight, ten, eleven, or 
twelve years old, do not ſo much as know who made if 
them, or how they are to be ſaved? If the light 
and grace thus ſaid to be born with us may thus be | 


darkneſs, as well among the children of profeſſing 
chriſtains as of pagans, how great is that darkneſs, 


and how lamentable that miftake, which puts dark- 
neſs for light! But why ſhould we affert a manifeſt 
untruth under the pretence of clearing the juſtice of 
God; the tendency of which is to withdraw our de- 
pendance from him, and to induce us to believe we can 
repent and turn to him when we will, as the effec. 7 
tual mean never to repeat and turn to him at zl. 
Surely ſuch err for want of knowing the 51 
and the power of God. : 55 | 
me 
? 


© 
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his Some indeed. make thoſe refletions of guilt, 
8 7 which are occaſionally felt by the ungodly, the cer- 
fich ? tain ſigns of light and grace born with us. But 
n- theſe are evidently the effects of thoſe inſtructions, 

To : examples, Wien &c. with which they have been 
cht, favoured; and will generally be ſtronger or weaker 
nds ag they have been trained up in the uſe of them. 
»M- When, however, they do not amount to a moral 
are ?' conviction of our danger by fin, they may be diſ- 
Els, * cerned, to a certain degree, in the conduct of our 
ren 7 domeſtic animals, when overtaken and detected in a 
; of fault for which they may have often been, reproved 
ng Fg chaſtized. Whatever may be the name for 
eed } ſuch reflections, it is proper to remark that they 


al- only connect with outward tranſgreſſions in the un- 


zoſ · ſanctified and dead; but with the favingly enlightened 
are and pure, they may attend finful thoughts, defires, 
we i inclinations, &c..and in that caſe become the tokens 
nolt of a renewed mind. Proverbs xxiv, 9. Pſalm cxix. 
» 18%. 113. But it is a queſtion which may puzzle a phi- 
led, loſopher himſelf, how a ſinner, dead in treſpaſſes and 
» OT? fin, ſhould be diſpoſed to improve thoſe reflections 
ade? which he hates, for the life of his ſoul ; and how the 
ght ſame ſinner ſhould be able to work acceptably to 
s be God, while he is an enemy to him, and diſlikes his 
ung holy law and pure will; is a queſtion that may 
els, perplex a divine. The thing is unlikely, abſurd, and 
rk-? impoſſible. The finner muſt live by quickenin 
ifeſt grace before he can act; and have his eyes Abel 
e of before he can ſee. If we are light in the Lord, he 
de- Es made us ſo by his Spirit, and we believe that 
can work is the fruit of that very mercy which is from 
ec · everlaſting to everlaſting ; aud that, this is the onl 
e. J reaſon why we differ from others: And that the 
ures / Lord being the firſt worker, out of pure mercy and 
Z love, will be the laſt: And that as he begins to 
me create. us anew, by his Spirit, without'any ald, pur- 


1 poſe 
LY 


motives and reaſons of Jeter and love, which induced k 


vation of fianerss And hence, it muſt be true, as 


E 
poſe, or deſire of our own; be will, from the ſame | 
motive, perfect our ſalvation, and is cntitedtd all the 
glory of it for ever: He quickened us when we . 
« were dead in ſin, and works in us that which is 
%% well pleaſing in his own fight.” But could al 
this grace be ſhewed us without deſign, without 
parpoſe, without choice? Impoſſible! If be ſage 
us at all, he certainly meant ſo to do from eternity. 
For can there be any new or ſudden thouge with 2 
him who ſees the end from the beginning? The] 


the Lord to enlighten and quicken us at firſt, muſt F 1 


then, continue to the end of our ſalvation, ſeeing 


there is nothing to hinder it which his infinite grace i 
and love would not prevent. Hence, there can be 
no grace but eternal and electing grace, for the ſal- 


4 


the apoſtle ſays, this grace was given us Chriſt ? 


Jeſus before the world began (2 Tim..i.vg.) And 
that we were choſen in him before the he of 


the world, according to his eternal purpoſe and the 
good pleafure of his will, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love, to the praiſe 
of the glory of his grace. Eph. i. See John xv. 16. 


Ves, he loved us and gave himſelf for us, and hence 


a 
it comes to paſs, that he called us effectually by his 
race, works in us by his good Spirit the tempers 4 
of his chiidren, and keeps us by his power to the 
| 

N 


end, that we may ſee his glory and ſhare in his joy, 


according to his unchangeable purpoſe and never- 
failing promiſe. (Rom. viii. 28. Heb. vi. 17, 1 
John xvii. 24.) And while every believer is con- 
manded not to grieve, not to quench, and not to e- 
ſiſt that holy Comforter, by whom they are ſealed 
unto the day of complete and eternal redemption; 
every ehriſtian, drawn by his influence, and ſubſect to 
his gracious teaching, is inclined to beg of God to 
| be f 


SET 1 


be kept from this fin, and to be watchful againſt it; 
e and is as anxious to obey this ſweet command. 
ne Thus, the Spirit promiſed and given to us works in 
ve us what the ſame Spirit requires of us, and thus 
is bears witneſs with ours that we are his; and in this 
all manner it is that continuance to the end becomes 


ut ſure, in that way of holineſs, diligence, watchful- 
ve | neſs, and prayer which are ſecured to us by the ſame 
y. Srace which gave Chriſt for us. Jer. xxxi. 31—37» 


Xxxii. 40. Phil. i. 6. Rom. vi. 14. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
* Rom. viii. 11. v. 8. 9. 5 | 
ed This, to us, is the ſcheme and method of ſalvation, 
uſt and the way and order in which the grace of Chriſt 
ng appears towards us and operates in us, and which we 
ace muſt uniformly maintain in all our preaching, and 
be praying, and converſation. We make it all of grace, 
fal- of eternal, electing, invincible grace; becaufe the 
as ſeripture hath done the ſame, and becauſe we cannot 
rift, conceive how we, ignorant, guilty, condemned, dead, 
V Þe fared wretched, helpleſs, and loft finners could 


1 of be ſaved in any other way.“ But if any have more 
the 7 5 wiſdom, 
holy 2 4 "4 25 — . 
aile 


16. * All that the Father giveth me ſhall come unto me and ng man 
| Kan come unto me except it were given unto him of my Father. 
nee John vi.---I pray for thoſe whom thou haſt given me, for they are 
| his mine. And for their ſakes, 1 ſanctify myſelf, that they alſo 
pers might be ſanQified. John xvii. 4 O God, who ſeeſt that we have 

the no power of ourſelves to help ourſelves, keep us---and as by thy 
wry ſpecial grace, thou doſt put into our minds good deſires, ſo by thy 
joy, & continual help we may bring the ſame to good effect--and that we 
>ver- ** who cannot do any thing Food without thee, may by thee be enabled 
18. 0 live according w thy will---and becauſe the frailty of man 

KY * without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thine help from all 
CON” things hurtful---mercifully grant that thy holy Spirit may in all 
0 re- , things direct and rule our hearts.---Almighty God, who has knit 
ealed together thine ele in one communion---that it may pleaſe thee 
tion; ſhortly to accompliſh the number of thine ele, and to haſten thy 


kingdom.“ - Collects. 
ct to 1 5 6 The 
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even after we perceived our danger, and knew ſome- 
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wifdom, goodnefs, power, al holineſs than we, to 
ſave themſelves in another way; we freely give them 
the ſuperiority, and envy them not the privilege. 
Or if they find they can do ſomething towards mak- 
ing the grace of God, born with them, effeCtual to 
their ſalvation, we frankly confeſs, we could not, | 


thing of our guilt and lin: and even now feel that 
we cannot ſtand an hour without the powerful in- 
fluence of his grace and Spirit ; hold thou me up, 

and I ſhall be ſafe. In a word, we are ready to ac- | 
knowledge, with the apoſtle, that we are ignorant 


of þ 
*, The condition of man, fince the fall, is ſuch, that he cannot 
« turn and prepare himſelf to faith and calling upon God: where- } 
% fore we have no power to do good works pleaſant and acceptable to 
« God, without the grace of God by Chriſt preveniing us that we 
% may have a good will, and working with us when we have that | 
4 good will.” Who ſanctifiech me, and all the elect people of 
God. Church Catechiſm. «4 We are accounted righteous be- 
fore God, only for the merit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and 
not for our own works. Wherefore that we are juſtified by faith 
cc only, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort, as is 
« more largely expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification. ?* tc 
, «© Predettination to life, is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, where. | 
«© by he declared by his counſel (before the foundation of the world) 8 
« to deliver from condemnation, thoſe whom he. had choſen in 
«« 'Chriſtout of mapkind, and to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting ® 
% ſalvation, as veſſels made to honcur. Wherefore they who be en- l 
4 dued with ſo excellent a benefit of God, be called according to 
«. God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon, |they, through 
«« grace, obey the calling: they be juſtified freely: they be made 
<< ſons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of his Son 
« Jeſus Chriſt, &c. &c. See the Articles of Religion in on iy 
Church Prayer-Book, the 10th, 11th, and 17th. the 
Thus the Scriptures, the Church of England, and the Calvinits 
perfectly harmoniſe ; and while Methodiſm beloogs to neither, it is : 


equally hoſtile to each. With what propriety, then, can the fol- 


+ Jowers of Mr. W. profeſs themſelves of this communion ?, with Juſt 


the ſame, I apprehend, as numbers of her, miniſters and thouſands | ; 
of her communicants, who agree with many of them to commend 5 
their Church, and to vilify, oppoſe, and trample her leading doctrines 


under feet, What a pity they do not know and will not learn 
better! ! ! / 


( 13 )} 


J of and enemies-to the God of righteouſneſs and grace; 


> and that he did, by the agency of his Spirit, ſhine 
into our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge 
-, fof himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe we ſhould never 
have perceived our danger effectually, or have perſe- 
tz Feringly ſought the hope that was laid up for us in 
him, knowing nothing about it and caring nothing 
at For it. Col. i. 5. Tit. i. 1-3. Thus much we are 
i- pompelled to ſay to the honour and praiſe of his 
ps (wonderful grace, and to the ſhame and confuſion of 
c- durſelves.* And whether, in this, we ſpeak as the 
at Holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh, let the experienced chriſtiga 
of and the impartial reader judge and determine. II. 
not iii. 6. Rom. v. 10. But if this method of life be re- 
a0 ed, and the other way above deſcribed, be pre- 
we ferred to it, the reader will remark that the follow- 
hat ng conſequences muſt enſue: 1. We cannot with 
11 gonſiſtency, pray for ourſelves as helpleſs condem- 
and Red ſinners, as the Spirit of God has directed us. 
aith SPC. IXxxvi. i.] nor can we pray for ſinners about us, 
25 is that God would open their eyes and turn their hearts 
to himſelf, or make them willing to ſeek him, to for- 


L - = bad 2 i . . 
51a) Mke fin and walk in his ways. f For if our and their 
n in 555 . | ſtrength 
{ting ” on * = _ — — \ 
e Che 


God commands all men every where to repent and turn; not 
as do becauſe all men have a will and power, but becauſe it is their duty 
d intereſt; juſt as much ſo as it is to love him with all the heart, 


-oug 
« 5 
s Son jy the caſe of every ſinner that does fo return. And this humble, 


n_ the ſubmiſlive ſtate of mind, while it is the work of his own Spirit, is_ 
declared object of that very mercy he has ſo condeſcendly revea- 


viniſts in Jeſus Chriſt. © Thus every one who is diſpoſed to forſake ſin, 
', c "> ad. to become the willing ſervant of Chriſt, ſhall be ſaved ; and has 
24 "aſt proof for himſelf of this gracious truth, in this frame of heart 


en him from above, 2 Tim. ii. 28. 


uſands bo! 


amend i ation, and continue to the end, as I like ; and yet no one can be 


SY ain, cries the ſame Arminian, he ſhall be finally ſaved. It is not 


mpudeat inconſiſtency. We may add, let both be admoniſhed fs 
"8 a a male 
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d foul, and ſtrength. But the call alſo implies mercy to forgive, 


r may or may not, ſays the proud Arminian, work out my own. 


ugh to reply, every blind teacher in the land proclaims the fame , 


* 
- 


——_— —— — 


virgins at laſt. O my ſoul, come not then into their aſſemblies; un- E 
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Arength and ſufficiency to perform theſe and other 
duties, be not in and with Cbriſt and wholly at his | 
diſpoſal, we ſurely need not beg them at his feet in 
the manner we profeſs to do, as the free gifts of his 
love. But at is a truth, not to be controverted witk 
ſucceſs, that our life, comfort, and preſervation in 
the concerus of our ſouls, as much depend upon tbe 
good pleaſure and favour of God, as thoſe of our 
body: and that we can no more live, as true belie- 
vers, without the conſtant communications of his 
race, than we can as creatures without the daily 
Betts of his providence. If he withhold the one 
we know we could not ſubſiſt, and if he denied 117 
other, for which we ſought not, we mult of courſe 
periſh, Let us then be as conſiſtent in this as in? 
that, and we muſt believe his ſovereign, electing love, N 
as the alone ſpring of our life and comfort. 2. If g 
this way of ſalvation be rejected and the other re- f 
tained, we are left without hope and comfort ſuffi- i 
cient to counterbalance thoſe fears of God's wrath, 


— 


which a due conviction of fin and a ſenſe of his holi- 


neſs and majeſty inſpire, For, could an uncertain or 


(which is the ſame) a' conditional promiſe. of life 


correſpond to a certain expectation of eternal cath, . 


produced by a proper knowledge of fin? Or could 


a precarious aſſurance of ſafety, ſooth and allay the 7 
lively afflictive feelings, arouſed by a juſt poaceptionl® 
of the fiery indignation of God, in à convicted fin- 4 
ner's breaſt? I trow not. And how could we re- 
joice in him with any confidence or CORLLGURRSEs ifs 


F — — 
make good uſe of this their boaſted ſufficiency; otherwiſe the humble 4 


Calviniſt, who cries, Save me, O Lord, and I ſhall be ſaved ! wih 
be likely to riſe in judgment agaiuſt them. As the former, however 


_ havetheir fufficiency in themſelves, and the other his in Chriſt, it 1h 


no difficult matter to determine which will be found among the fooliſk "1 


their locieticy mine honour be not thou united, 


"3 


L 1 


ve had not firm aſſurance of his merey enduring for 
Lever; and that whom he loves, he loves to the end? 
Sure I am. nothing ſhort of this could yield me the 
relief and ſupport my conſciouſſy periſhing caſe 
needed: and bleſſed be God, we cannot in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances want it long; becauſe he has condeſcend- 
ed to ſhow unto the heirs of promiſe the immutabi- 
lity of his counſel] and promiſe in their behalf, that 
all might have ftrong conſolatioa who have been 
taught to fly for refuge to Chriſt, the hope ſet be- 
fore them. Heb. vi. 18. 3. Our ſalvation and life 
muſt be juſt as doubtful. in its continuance in heaven 
as on earth. if this method of it be falſe; ſeeing it 
the muſt reſt upon the ſame ground and cauſes there as 
1 ; whether upon our own works or upon the 


s in Lord's unalterable love. And did not the continus 
OVE, ance of our abedience and holineſs, even in glory, 
. ie depend upon the divine veracity and immutable .loy- 

re- Ling-kindneſy ; how could our happineſs be full and 
a- compleat or be likely to endure for ever? And if 
ath, his word of truth fecure life to believers when in 
1011- heaven, why not while on earth? But if the Armi- 
in or nian ſcheme could be proved true, every believer on 

Itfe gearth and in heaven, muſt be deprived of the ſolid 
ath, aſfurance of eternal life, for want of a purpoſe and 
ould Promiſe, unchangeable and eternal, to ſecure it. 
the For the Arminian denies an eternal purpoſe of ſalvar 
tion tion, and in this rejects that which alone can render 
fin- . 4. If ſalvation depend not upon the ever- 


— 


fooliſh Jaflent to the truth of one prophecy of ſcripture, whether of judgment 
er mercy, without allowing the doctrine of predeſtination. For what 
. ; 8 | | + Ko is 


— * — — — 


. 
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3 purpoſe and grace of Chriſt, but en cont: | 


tional promiſes only, it would be impoſſible, ſo far as 
we can ſee, to any of the children of Adam. F or if 
the Lord had no purpoſe of ſaving ſinners, it is in- 
conceivable how they can be ſaved. And if a ſinner 
be ſaved for ever, is he ſaved contrary to his purpoſe | 
But to ſay that the Lord acts without a determined 
purpoſe and defign in the vaſt concern of ſaving fin-# 
ners, is to make him iyferior to ourſelves; andto ſup -3 
poſe himliable to mutablity in the gracious pupoles 
of his eternal mind, is to conceive of him as leſs than 
Jebovah that changeth not: to which immutability} 
the life of his people is afcribed. Mal. iii. 6. More- 
over, the ſpiritual gifts and callings of God are ſaid 
to be without repentance, (Rom. xi. 29.) that is, 
without any change of the divine purpoſe or mind. 
And if this caufe for a beHever's continuance in the 
way of life, with others connected with it, and in- 
dependent of himſelf, were explained away from the 


8 


s 2 ert but the promu]gation of a fixed, purpoſe and determi- 
nation of the divine mind, in relation to ſomething future? a ſome- 
thing which he has purpoſed ſhall, and therefore muſt come to paſs 
Thus, except thoſe days ſhould be ſhortened, no fleſh could de 
ſaved: but for the elects ſake whom he hath choſen, he hath ſhor- 
tened the days, (Mark xiii. 20)—and becauſe iniquity fall abound, 
the love of many ſpall wax chld—yet a remnant fall be faved ac- 
cording to the election of grace and they ſpall return to the Lord, 
their God---and 1 will put my fear into their) hearts, that they ſpall} 1 
not depart from me, and I ri forgive, thei ir -unrighteoufaeſs,” and 
their fins and iniquities will Iremember no more. In ſuch parts off 
Holy writ as tele, it requires little penetration to perceive what God 
Bas predetermined, becauſe foretold : and one would think as little | 
honeſty and ſimplicity to believe, that the ſalvation of a part of the Jews; 
'as well as Gentiles, at the time appointed, will be the confequence ol 
the Lord's fixed purpoſe, and eleQting grace; Theſe, however, are ö 
but a few teſtimonies out of many that "might be ſelected of prophecies} 
and predeſtination being infeparably linked together. And it ought) 
to be added. that he who is fo daring as to deny the one, ftrikes at the 
very root of the es; and delerves little N appellation than 2 ; 
; 


bold blaſphemer. | g 
book 
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term; 


equal to this, but his own. 
thea be the fruit of the Lord's moſt gracious pur- 
poſe, or to us circumſtanced as we are, it muſt for 
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N book of God, which ſo many have attempted, what 


other would remain ſufficient to preſerve him from 


the tormenting fear of falling, with all chat mutabi- 


lity and inconſtanoy in himſelf to which he 1s con- 


a ſcious, and has to lament ? 


It is ſaid of Chriſt, a ſeed ſhall ſerve him, which he 


will make willing ſo to do in the day of his power. 


Pf. xxii. ex. This was his gracious purpoſe. And 


hence it is that ſinners, anſwering to the character 
given them in the bible, children of wrath, haters of 
God, dry bones, &c. are quiekened and made alive, 
and are difpoled to obey and delight in bim. 
are the dead whom he declared: ſhould hear his voice 


Theſe 


and live, John. v. 25, But were they left to quicken: 
themſelves, dead they muſt remain with the reſt of 
the world, becauſe there is no purpoſe and no power 
Salvation and life muſt 


ever have remained impoſſible. But upon what con- 
dition of our own N are we born of the Spi- 


ſome- rit unto newneſs of life? Let him chat hath ears to 
paſs hear, hear.— Mie are born not of the will of the fliſh,. 
_ bes nor of the-will' of man, but of God. For of bis. own 
bound ill begat he us by the word truth. John 1. James i-. 
ed ac- It would be ridiculous: and impious to aſ whether 
** ve lent aſſiſtance towards our own production. But 
4. ve may aſk, if there were no purpoſe and promiſe, 
2 infuced our ſpiritual birth when we were. dead 
it Cod in fing how came we into ſuch a ſtate? And if the 
$ little {performance of conditions were requifite. for ſuch a. 
220 life, how were the dead to attain to them? It were 


er, are Enn unattainable and impoſſible; and there 
eould be no > Kingdom of heaven for any one of us.“ 


(RY 


t the 
than + 4 7 Therelore it b. of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end 
that the promiſe might be ſure to all the feed---Now we brethten, as 
— —_— * n. of Rogen Rom. iv. Gak i iv. 
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5 
We allow, notwithſtanding, it is every mans 


duty to be found in the diligent uſe of the means of hi 


grace, which it is in his power to obey. Bat who 
ſhall hear and live, while all have no inclination or & 
diſpoſition for ſuch a ſtate and no knowledge of it, 


muſt be left to the Lord; who worketh all things af- 31 


ter the counſel of his own will, and calleth accords | 
ing to the purpole of his own grace. Eph. i 11. 
Rom. viii. 28.“ Wo | | 
The advocates for conditional ſalvation, may in- 
deed mean their doctrine to operate as a motive and 
{pur to duty, with ſinners, as they ſay, born with light 
and grace. But with ſuch ſinners as the bible def- 
eribes, under the diſadvantage of accumulated guilt,. 
and indeſcribable weakneſs, it is an invincible bar to 
ſalvatiog. It is calculated to ſhut up every awaken- 
ad foul under deſpair, who feels himſelf unequal to 


conditions ſufficient to give him hope and peace; 
and to lead him not to Chriſt the end of the law for i 


righteonſneſs and life, but to Moſes the giver of the 


law, for the increaſe-of his burden and ſorrow. 5 
Tbe ſame obſervation applies to the impoſſibility of 


holineſs without allowing the gracious purpoſe of God: 


for, without ſuch a purpoſe of holineſs in him, where 


was ſuch a frame of heart to come from, or how to 
be effected? It is tberefore no marvel that our being 
holy as well as happy, is reſolved into his everlaſting pur- 
poſe and choice, according to his foreknowledge, Eph: 
Rom. viii. 1 Peter i. and this is that perculiar bleſſing 


and fitneſs for heaven God's election alone ſecures. 
Thus the ſalvation of a ſinner appears to be the wi 


fruit of the gracious purpoſe and counſel-of God, in 
a manner which precludes all conditions on our part, 


being an act of free grace and mercy towards us ; | 


PI 


* Should any proudly and contemptuouſly aſk how the great 
God can be juſt on this plan of procedure, or how he can be better 
chan a tyrant ? as ſome have prophanely enquired ; they; may be di- 
reed for a reply to Rom. ix. 18. Dag. ir. 35, Job xxxiii. 13. 
. which they would de well to cenfidor, © 

be" 9 when 


rn e A. = I CS N ig n = =— = 
= l _ \ = 


U 

; * 1 
g TW 1 
7 , Ss. 


1 


Svhen we were eſtranged from him and enemies to 
im; having provided the means for pardoning and 
Nuickening us to love and ſerve him in Chriſt Jeſus, 


aud made them effectual to theſe ends by the Holy 


Fi. 4. 5- ® | 
But to this ſtatement ef the ſubject it will pro- 


Pably be objected, That all have not, in this way, 


en equal chance of ſalvation.” We have already 
een that if ſalvation were a mere matter of chance, 
pr contingency depending upon our choice and 
Ppleaſure, it could not happen to any, becauſe none 


It ſhould be obſerved,” that the term conditional here uſed, only 
Fmeans ſomething to be performed by-the- ſinner in order to his juſti- 
cation, pardon, life, &- And in this ſenſe alone it is rejected and 
Weprobated ; becauſe it is certain that God forgives for Chriſt's ſake 


lone, and that we finners have redemption purely thro his blood. 


That we muſt, however, repent and believe the Goſpel, which con- 
Mains this intelligence, and walk humbly and obediently with the 
Lord, to be able to rejoice in his ſalvation, is cettain, and is undoubt- 
Rdly the way in which his mercy takes effect, and his people are ſaved 
© the end. But it may be worth while to obſerve, how his abſolute 
r unconditional, covenant promiſes ſecure to his people this very frame 
heart &c. and how the obedience and camfort of conditional pro- 
Miſes, for them who truly know and fear him, become practicable 
nd ſure through his gracious purpoſe in Chriſt Jeſus, and his obe- 
Hence to death in their behalf. 3 
Thus, Rom. x. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoevor ſhall 
all upon the name of the Lord ſhall be faved. Zech. xiii. And 
They ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, and I will hear them; I 
"Will ſay it is my people, and they ſhall ſay the Lord is my God, 
Ma. i. If ye be willing and obedient ye ſhall, &c. and whoſoever 
Fill, let him come. Phil. ii. It is God that worketh in you both te 
Pill and todo. Ifa. ly. Seek the Lord, &c. ix. And there ſhall be 
A root of Jeſſe, (Chriſt) to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek; and I will give 
hem a heart to know me. So alſo Ifa. i. and Jer. iv. 14. Waſk 
Jou, &c. O ſeruſalem, waſh thine heart, &c. Ezek. xxxvi. Then 
in I ſprinkle clean water upon you, and you ſhall be clean. Iſa. xl. 
hey that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength. Be ſtrong 
the Lord, Iſa li. 5. And the iſles (the Gentiles) ſhall wait upon 
me. Pſalm. He will .blefs them that fear the Lord. Jer. xxxii. 
And I will give them one heart to fear me. Many ether examples 
May be found from which it obviouſly appears that ſalvation, from the 
A laſt, is wholly and enttely of the Lord's purpoſe and grace. 


are 


Bpirit of his promiſe, 2 Theft. ii. 13, 14. Eph. 
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are diſpoſed' by nature to ſeek or value it, be&koli 
ing altogether ignorant of it. This objectionggem 
therefore, ſcarcely needs any thing more to obviat 
it than\ this ſelf evident truth. If, however, tha 
objectors mean that this method of ſalvation doe 
not allow all to hope for it indiſcriminately: WE 
reply, does the {cripture. allow any man to hope fo 
it while he is living in the careleſs negle&.of it? C 
do the Seriptures any where ſay that it will be de 
nied to any one that, from a conviction of his need 
and of its value, diligently eaquires after it, and i 
anxiouſly f{olicitous-to obtain it? The method heridf hi. 
propoſed allows it-to be free, quite free for all ſuch 
And can any method, cenſiſtent with the Oracles © 
Truth, allow more? Every man that ſeeks it hall 
more than a chance for it, he- ſhall ſurely find; and 
every one that loſes it, ſeeks and has that which hi 

values above it, and can blame nothing but his owdFern 
wicked, perverſe mind. Election he cannot blame into. 
becauſe he does not know it and will not believe it Mini. 
And ſince he knows not that he is not choſen to life ſhatio 
and does, or may know that he is called; it wer nd 
impofſfible he could prove his chance of life is not equaWp ia 
to that of all. But it is 24/y objected, that thiWora 
way of ſalvation, by the gracious purpoſe and work#el:th 
of God; makes us no better than mere machines Co 
ſrather enemies to God by a wicked mind, which nec 
worſe“ ] and ſuperſedes the uſe of our reaſoning powWeſe 
ers in the concern of our ſalvation. And is not thWrk! 


1 


* I would allow no more of inclination to goodneſs to human na de 
ture, than I would to the Devil. We are ſaid to be his children by Hann 
nature, and he is our father; and the refemblance in pride, malice hade: 
and hatred of Cod, is too obvious to be concealed. Like him, Piri! 
have not only nothing truly good, but every thing oppoſite to good. HY * 
that has not known and felt this, knows nothing in religion that will d Ir 
him a jot of ſervice. It is nothing but the temper of that wicked und 
ene, by which the righteouſneſs of Chriſt and che will of God a Th 

K. 


xejocted and dilliked, in the meaſure in which boch are urged 57 
en NY lol 
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Grote univerſe as one great 6 at the mau. 
gement and diſpoſal of the great Creator, for his 
Pleaſure and glory? Rev. iv. 11. And are not we in 
Sis hands as clay in the bands of the potter? And 
Fho but a rebel would object to this-right over us? 
But if he gives us up to our own will, and let us 
follow our own deſires, without: reſtraining our oper- 
Stions, as we would a machine at our power, have 
ve any reaſon to be proud of ſuch a ſtate of liberty? 
Sr will any man in his ſobers ſenſes. contend for it, 
bs a privilege and right, who knows the finful bias 
If his own mind and heart? Is it not much better to 
e (what ſome repreſent us; a machine in the hands of 
gracious God, than to be at the diſpoſal of our ſin- 
Jul {elves ? It may however be alle aged, to thoſe who 
Prefer the latter to the former o theſe, that our. 
S$ational powers will be of little ſervice in the con- 
Fern of ſecuring our ſalvation, whilſt they are all 
Intombed in ignorance, and under the perfect do- 
Mminion and controul of Satan, ſenſe and fin. Sal- 
Etion however is an object not of ſenſe but of faith. 
Rod the powers of the mind being wholly fwaflowed 
p 1a.the love and enjoyment of fleſhly things, are 
I orally incapacitated and indiſpoſed to diicern ot 
Feliſh.the loving kindneſs and ſalvation of the Lord, 
Cor. ii. 10. — 14. But no ſooner are we enligh- 
ned and quickened by his Word and Spirit, but 
eſe fallen powers emerge from the Bondage of 
| on ſenſe and fin, and begin to operate ac- 
ding to their original ufe and defign. We ſee, 
dehre, we feel, we act after a new and ſpiritual. 
1 anner, in rditlog to ſpiritua! objects: And being 
Ader the direction and influence of the Word and; 
Pirit of Chriſt, our rational powers become as uſe- 
in fpiritual and heavenſy concerns as they are 
und to be in thoſe of our body. 
They become indeed the very inſtruments by which 
| Ge knowledge, faith, love, &c.. of the chriſtian” act. 
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E 
for his peace, joy, ſafety, and uſefulneſs, Ou 


_ reaſoning faculties, even with all the light and grac 

they are ſuppoſed by ſome to poſſeſs, were neve 

"iN yet ſufficient to find out God or his ſalvation (. Car 

i. 21.) being the willig captives of Satan and corrup 

tion, till Chriſt opens our eyes and turns us fron 

darkneſs to light, and from Satan unto God. AR 

xxvi. 13. Then as ſays the ſeripture, we are mad; 

| light in the Lord. And then we become juſt a re f 

| much machines in the ſervice of Chriſt as we were i 

that of Satan. For now Chrift works in us mighti! 

by influeneing all the powers of our fouls to obe) 

him, as really as the Prince of the Power of the Ai 

wrought in ns to obey him. Phil. ii. 12. Eph. ii. 2 

And when the grace, of Chriſt, or the. cffe&u 

| knowledge of him, thus gives a decided bias to thee 

mind, it acts freely and ſweetly in his ſervice, anFPP* 

all its powers harmomouſly agree to follow his wil 

and ſeek his glory, ſo far as they are under the in Pe 

ſtueuce of that grace, But to call in reaſon to ou 

help ia eaquiring after the Lord, whilſt it is th. 

dupe of fleſh and fin, is like ſeeking relief from th. 

blind and the lame, the bound and the dead. When 

however, the Lord hes called us out of darkneſs intf 

his marvellous light, our reaſoning faculties becon 

the ſeat of this advantage; and their very operation 

under its influence, will tend to convince us, thi jee 

this objecten to the doctrine of ſalvation by the fre en 
and ſovereign grace of God, can only be propoſeſſ 

in earneſt by ſuch.as err, yvot knowing themſz!ve$ > 

nor the ſcriptures, nor the power of God. on 

3aly. It is objected that in this way all have not a po 

fibility of ſalvation, which poſſibility of ſalvation t eur 

all it is ſaid, the death of Chriſt was deſigned to pur 

chaſe and procure. It would be a ſhort reply to thi 

objection, to aſſe, where is the man that dare ſay Mui 

tan prove upon theſe Calviniftic principles, that theii# 

is no poſſibility of ſalvation. to him? Jeſus ku 
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om the beginning, who ſhould believe on him, yet 


Je ſpoke add acted toward the ſons of men at large, 
Ws if he had been ignorant of this. This conduct he 
eftainly meant as a pattern for his apoſtles and us, 
And we have no other to follow; becauſe it were 
Iypoſſibſe we ſhould be able to diſcriminate the ob- 
Fass of his foreknowledge and choice, whilſt they 
ee ſtrangers to his grace, and dead in treſpaſſes 
Ind fins. Salvation is more than poſſible; to every / 
Ine that ſeeks, it is ſure. And were Ia convinced 
nner, fearing the revealed and deſerved wrath of 
Pod, would the doctrine that my ſalvation was only 
Poffible, yield me the relief and ſatisfaction my caſe 
Wquired? If therefore we could prove that ſalvation 
Fas poſſible to all and every one, in the ſenſe our 
Ppponents mean, without being able to prove it is 
ure fo any or to fome, of what uſe would it be? It 
poſſible and ſure to every one that is willing to re- 
eive it, as it is proclaimed to the guilty and the pe- 
hing: and no one can fay, with truth, it was not 
Fropoledtoand deſigned for him. And ſurely any one 
Wat periſhes by his fins without it, cannot tax that 
Preknowledge of God with his death, which he 
ould not know. Nor can that foreknowledge, un- 
* nown or unbelieved, influence one finger in his 
iecting or lighting or receiving the goſpel ſalva- 
Fon.“ It is more than poſſible, it is infallibly _ 
= that 


| by 5 
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elt is in vain, though it is ufual, for our opponents to argue againſt 
on this ſubject, as if every unconverted ſinner knew the purpoſe of 
ad reſpecting himſelf; and as if his knowledge thereof was the 
ound of his judgment concerning himſelf, and the motive of his 
onduct, and would ſupply him with arguments for its vindication 
che laſt day. \Whereas, it is impoſſible for any one to be more 
auainted with the purpoſe of God in relation to himſelf than what 
is word makes known. 1 Thef. i. 4, 5- Deut. xxiv. 29. This 
Walls to the way of life, and urges to embrace it upon the ground of 
is willingneſs to ſave all who apply; which the awakened finner and 
ſeeket is prone to diſpute. We know, however, it is his 1 : 

en 
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comes; where is he that can ſay, with juſtice, hic; 


from the Calvinian belief, the miſerably fated end of ſome, as an ex- : 


1 24 
that if we neglect this ſalvation we-ſhall die. It T 
alſo equally certain, that if we ſeck it we ſhall liver t. 
Of what ſervice then can the doctrine of apdſlible ſalWord 
vation at all be to ſinners ſo eircumſtanced? Butfbr tl 


further, we are no where taught in the ſeriptures dat 
that all ſhall be ſaved; but rather that ſome ſhallSend 


and that many will, and ſhall periſh, in and for theiiſhou 


fin, Every attempt, therefore, to prove that all 
have a poſſibility of ſalvation; is an attempt to 210 
that their is a poſſibility of the ſcriptures beingſt t 
falſe. For if they teach all will not be ſaved, as matter oſſp th 
faith ſhews; the poſſibility of the contrary would in- ot e 
volve 16 it the certainty of their being untrue; or inſhave 
other words, the poſſibility of all being ſaved, andghd : 
the poſſibility of the word of God being falſe, muſtWſuf 
7 together. All endeavours then to eſtabliſh this d 
favourite poſition, virtually tends to overthrow the ho 
truth, of the word of God. But if every man 
have the offer of ſalvation, to whom the goſpel 


ſalvation is not poſſible? If this be admitted, they 
doctrine of a poſſible ſalvation to every man, as a 
reaſon that every man might be ſaved if he would, 
is juſt as idle and uſeleſs as it is unſcriptural. 


= : 


poſe, becauſe his will and declaration, that every one who believers 
ſhall be ſaved, though he himſelf muſt work that faith. But if any 
man could be found who alledges the decree of God againſt him, as a 
reaſon why he ſhould reje or diſregard the offer of ſalvation, we 
only need call upon him to prove it. This it were impoſſible for him 
to do, becauſe all are called to repent and believe, and none refuſed 8 
that apply. The reaſoning, therefore, of our opponents to ſhow, 


+} 
are 
m 
ed 
F. 
dich 
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mel 


cuſe for their fin and negligence, or a reaſon for deſpair with others, 
is founded upon falfe premiſes: premiſes which cannot be proved, 
and ought not to be admitted: and, what is worthy of obſervation, 
premiſes which were never found to have this influence in the caſes} 

or ſubjects to which they are-referred. Into this error, however, the 7 A 
venerable Mr. Weſley has fallen more than once, and not a few have * 


followed him therein. Sce 20th Vol, of kis works. | 
| | RT | Thc 
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The ſame reaſoning applies to the death of Chriſt 
Sr the ſalvation of all, in the Arminian ſenſe of that 
Sord. For, if it could be proved that Chriſt died 
r the eternal ſalvation of every one of the race of 
dam, then it would follow, that there could be no de- 
eadance upon his death for our ſalvation; ſeeing that 
Pouſands, notwithſtanding his dying for them, 
eriſh for ever. Condemnation is the certain conſe- 
Nuence of unrepented fin; and if eternal life be 
yt the certain conſequence of the death of Chriſt, 
p thoſe who truly repent and believe, the remedy is 

ot equal to the diſeaſe. His death would indeed 
Have us where it found us, under the power of Satan, 
Id afleep, and dead in ſin, or elſe in deſpair; being 
Id ſufficient to effect what our oaſe required. But if 
s death. paid the price for our fin, as the Holy 
C 
a 


T hoſt ſo frequently witnefleth, 1 Cor. xv. 3. the ſin- 

ers, for whom that price was paid, muſt be made 
ee: otherwiſe there would be no truth in his word, 
md no certain dependance on his death.“ | Neithet 
eat theſe will be allowed. Then why ſhould it not 
granted, that all who were given him by his Fa- 
Per to redeem, he will furely raiſe up at the lat 
ay ? John vi. 39, 40.—x. 15, 29. The ſcriptures 
Evidently and uniformly reſtrain the ſaving benefits 


. . 
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* He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, &c. and with his ſtripes 
are healed. By the knowledge (or belief) of him, he ſhall juſ- 
many; for he ſhall bear the ir iniquities, IIa. Iiii. Who was de- 
d for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification, Rom. 
For by him all that believe are juſtiſied from all things, &c. 
ts xiii. And that believing through the Spirit (1 Theſ. i. 5.) by 
ich ve are humbled before God, and have peace with him, by 
Nich alſo we rejoice in, and love and obey him is certainly the evi- 
; Ice to us of what is otherwiſe unſeen,” (Heb. xi. Rom. v. , 27 
mely, that he whom we have thus been tauzht to know ard love, 
e our fin, Which was imputed to him, and in this way hath freed 
from wrath, John viii. 32. To him be glory and dominion for 


Mer and ever. | | 
5% . and 


re 


that he might waſh, ſanctiſiy, and cleanſe it, that hi 


determined objects and — of his death, which b 
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and effiecacy of his death to them who believe. G N 
fo loved the world that he gave his only begotten: Son 


that whoſoever,' whether Jew or Gentile, believerl; 
in him ſhould not periſh :; for he gave. himſelf a prop! 
tiation for the fins of the whole world (for ſinners o 
erery name, nation, tongue, and language) thai 
the world through him might be ſaved : that thi 
remedy might extend as far as the diſeaſe, cluding 
al] deſcriptions of men. 

Hence we have the ſaving efficacy of his death. 
in this ſenſe of the words, upon record. Rev. xiv. 4 
vii. 9. But he gave himſelf for us that he might de 
liver us from this preſent evil world, &c. He gan 
himſelf for his ſheep that they mighit never perifhy 
&c. He loved the church and gave himſelf for iii 


might preſent it to himſelf, a glorious church with 
out ſpot. He bare our fin in his own body on t 
tree, that we being made dy to fin might live unt 
God. 1 Peter ii. 2. Eph. v. 26. As theſe were th 


only could eff; he certainly gave himſelf, and ſat! 
faction thereby for all who are made willing to bl 
Javed by him from fin and the world, in a way 
Holineſs. and ſelf-denial; and he did this to far 
them for ever.“ And, if the declared deſign ar 
end of his death are efficatious in no other caſes bi 
theſe, the boaſt of his dying to obtain a poſſib * 
ſalvation for every individual of the race of Adam, 
of no uſe; and only amounts to this, 'Ihat he mY 
give his life for us an we be none the better for 


Adi 


eve 


A doctrine formed to torment a poor, convicte .* 
trembling ſinner, and not very likely to be of ſervißß 4 
to a blind ſecure one. nm. 


= 


* Whoſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's eleR? It is Ch a 
at died, and thus has made them free. Who ſhall ſeparate us n 
Chis love of Christ not any thing. Rem, vni. , 


- 


4. a | 


We may, indeed, be certain that he meant the 
bjets of his death to know and taſte his love in 
iving himſelf for them; that they might be able to 
knowledie and praiſe him for it for ever; and that 
'Wis-purpoſe cannot poſiibly be fruſtrated,” becauſe 
e trutbof his word, and the glory of his perfections 
Je materially concerned therein. No man,” how- 
Fer, can prove that the Saviour did not die for him: 
d every man that highly values, and is diligently 
eking his ſalvation, as his chief portion and joy. 
ks good evidence that he loved him and gave him- 
if for him.“ Bat if it could be proved that he died 
Ir the ſalvation of thoſe who periſh by their fin, t 
Guſt follow that all may be loft. for ever, and that 
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= This language in the mouth of a Methodiſt is of little value, be- 
ſe be believes he may periſh notwithſtanding ; but with the ſen- 
nents of a true Calviniſt, theproof of it is worth more than a then- 
d worlds. It is worthy of obſervation however, that when a fin- 
r, even among Methodiſts themſelves, is truly convinced of his 
lt, aud condemnation thereby, he is chiefly concerned to knovy 
ether Chriſt died for him; and can only be relieved, ſatished and 
mforted by. the belief thereof; which is often, however, painful 

tter of doubt for ſome time. But if Chriſt died, or atoned for the 
ilt of every child of Adam, as the Methodiſts maintain, how could 
ch a doubtful difficulty exiſt ia ſuch a perſon's caſe? becauſe, if 
ley allow he ſuffered for every one, they mult of courſe believe he 
Hered for them. A certain eminent character is ſaid to have re- 

ated on his death- bed the following lines: 

% ] the chief of finnere am, 

J 6% Jeſus died for me.“ 
4 A if he did ſo for all who are Joit, as this gentleman orofelled to 
eve, what ſecurity of ſtate or peace of conſcience could attach to 
Eh a ſentiment ? it is inconceivable. But if we ſay with the ſcrip- 
, that he by his death made reconciliation far iniqiaty and purged? 
bat wwe might be made dead to fin, delivered from condemmnatiam 

_ made the righteouſneſs of Cd; his death becomes a ſubject of 
ſpeakable conſolation to the awakened ſoul, whom it chiefly con- 
Ins, in the degree in which he is enabled to believe it; for then he 
ains the remedy he wants, and becomes acquainted with the grace 
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it, has no weight. It is further objeftrd to this 


And they way ſurely obſerve as much diligence in 
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there can therefore be no attainable” ſecurity for on 
foul » "Them every throughly awakened ſinner mu 
of fcourſe live and die in defpair. The Calvinia 
doctrine has therefore, in this view, the advantage 
of the Arminian, and this objection brought againſ 


way of believing, 

4thly, That it renders uſeleſs and unneceſſary all 
the means of grate, and leads to this concluſion 
That if we be not choſen to life, do what we wil 
it avails nothing, and that if we te. we ſhall be ſaved 
live as we will.” It may be a ſrfficient anſwer tc 
theſe ſeeming objections only to ſay; that neither of 
theſe uſes, or rather abuſes of the doctrine in queſ- 
tion is often to be met with; and fo little does either 
of them belong to it, that it is ever to be found 
with that ſpiritual reception of-it for which we can- 
tend: Nor can it indeed be proved that the doctrine 
itſelf leads to ſuch conſequences.” But may we not 
reply on the other hand, that if we have it in our 
power by the grace with which we were born, to 
repent and turn to God when we like; may we not 
do this without the uſe of the means as well as with 
them? Who however, that take the ſcriptures for, 
their guide, could fit down contentedly with ſuch idle 
reaſoning ; and hope for ſalvation and life in a way 
ſo direQly contrary to the whole Word of God? But, 
if the advocates for innate light and grace, ſay it is 
needful to uſe the means as the way to expect and 
hope for er de We believe the ſame; and 
our principles as much forbid us to look for the one, 
without the other as theirs. (Heb. iii. A vi. 11,12.) 


Calviniſts as in Arminians; though the former may 
{ce it proper and needful to truſt more to the al-}W ; 
mighty influence of the Spirit for ſucceſs. than the 
latter; and be more willing, upon their own. prin- 

8 J ciples, 
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iples, to wait the Lord's time, for the promiſed and 
urpoſed bleſſing. It is, alſo, a ſtanding rule and 
xed ſentiment with us, that the end and the means 
re ordained together, for the benefit of the ſou!, 2s 
ell as for that of the body. (Acts xxvii. 24., 21.) 
And we ſhould no more expect to receive a cute, in 
aſe of ſickneſs, without the uſe of fuitable means, 
9 though we believe with the ſcriptures, there is an 
pointed time to man upon earth, Job vii. 1. xix. 
) than we ſhould to obtain benefit to our fou's 
ithout the ſame, when ſuch} means were in our 
ower. We believe the promiſe of perſeverance, & e. 
made to diligence, and through the ſupply of 
ie Spirit, produces the fame: Though the un. 
odly ſinner has no ſenſe of this, and no inclination 
regard it. And diligence in prayer, watchful - 
es, & c. we ſuppoſe i is juſt as oppolite to the fleſh i in 
ie that believes in God's election, as in one that 
nies it. But in reality we are more encouraged to 
e the means of grace upon our principles than they 
e upon theirs: Becauſe we believe the ble ſſiags ia 
us way are infallibly ſure upon the ground of the 
changing covenant in Chriit, aud eternal love and 
racity of God. (Heb: viii. 9—12. Titus i. 2.) 
/hereas, with them, as it depends chogethier upon 
jeir uncertain feelings, and imperfect doings, whe- 
er they ſhall perſevere or not, they cannot, with 
nſiſtency, hope with afſirance tt} the haur of 
ath, when their work is done, and the. cau fc of 
wich fear is no more.“ The knowledge of tlie ever: 
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It is a well known ſenti ment of Merhodiſm (See 20th vol before 
erred to) that no one can be certain he ſavingiy believes tili de Las 
4 cut to the end. Not to) fay what a diſcouraging and com#ntle(s 
Jrine this is io a man, who has no concern 11 ke that of n: ak; ine hg 


lag and cle Au. Fatisfantorily fure ; 55 sufi 9 


Us 


laſti "g ſove of Jeſus, and of hit never-failing promĩſqpen 


2 agree in many more. See Hiſt. Cal. page 88. It is 


| Methodiſts, but it is certainly that of a great majority; and no v 


L 0: 1] 
is with us a ſweet ſtimulus to wait upon him, and pr 


wait for him, which Arminian principles can nMiſte 
ther inſpire or admit. But we further believe thþur 


God hath as much choſen ns to be holy as to be hagpov 


Py; (Eph. f. 4.) but we allow, that the grafſoe 
which ſecures to us the latter, upon unchangiÞpe 
promiſes, gives us an afſurance and pledge of en 
ſame, in the gift of his Holy Spirit, to work in War 
the former. Now he who hath wrought us for {Wer 
ſelf. ſame thing is God; who alſo hath given us pf 
earneſt of the Spirit. (2 Cor. v. 5.) And how che 
we properly believe that the Lord hath diſtinguiſhWve! 
us, hell-deſerving ſinners, with ſuch ſurprizing graſßha 
as to be ſuffered to hope in him for eternal 11]W=x 
without defiring to pleaſe and glorify him as long We 
we live? (P. cxviii. 28. 2 Cor. iv. 9.) This is i 
deed the nature and tendency of that faith we recei 
by the Holy Spirit of promiſe, whe precious gift 
the covenant of grace. But if any, who profels t| 
doctrines of grace, denominated Calviniſtie, abu 
or prevert them to bad ends, there may perhaps 
found as many who err as fatally 00 ſhamefu a! 
with the contrary principles: For, we ſuppa i. 
no doctrine, without the grace of the Holy Spire 
will be found ſufficient to counteract the ſinful pip: 
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how much it is the opinion of the moſt ignorant and abandoned. 
the reader, who may recolle& the decree of the Council of Tr! 
«« Whoever ſhall affirm that be ſhall have the gift of perſeverance tt 
end, let bim be accurſed,” will hardly need reminding what a coiq 
dence there is between the Church of Rome and Methodiſm. 

is this the only particular in which their relation is recognized; fort 


owever, I am perſuaded, the ſentiment of all who call themſe 


der, when it ſo frequently occurs in the works of their ſpirit 
Ivager, f 


penſi 


Whos, Abs; 


Wenfities of nature, or to produce purity of heart 
r life. In a word, we maintain, in perfect con- 
\Mſtency with the ackuowledgment of the gracious 
urpoſes of God, that by preſevering only, by the 
aWower of God, we ſhall finally obtain. But ſo far 
loes our belief of the electing love of God in Chriſt, 
i perate to relax our diligence or to induce negli— 
ence, that it renders a compliance with his com- 
| Wnand, to this end, more pleaſant. We ſtrive to en- 
Her in at the ſtrait gate, with a comfortable aſſurance 
f being able fo to do, from the confideration, that 
ehe Spirit, who thus inclines us, is the gift of his 
h@verlalting love, and the fruit of his gracious un- 
hanging promiſe in our behalf. Col. i. 29. Jer. 
1Wxxi1. 40 And the ſenfible conſolation and ſupport 
e often obtain, in the uſe of the means, is as great 
in inducement for us to be diligent as it is with Armi- 
ians: while we are juſt as capable of fearing coming 
ort in a fit of languor, negligence, and unwatch- 
Ineſs as they: becauſe we believe our evidence of 
eing God's, elected children, always correſponds 
With our conformity to his will, our delight in his 
Ways, and our concern to glorify him. 2 Pet. i. 10, 
i. 14. All this our principles allow, and their in- 
Wence, inſpires; ſo that the objection here brought 
aiaſt them is devoid of truthand pregnant with error. 
A 5th objection is, that our way of believing 
akes the Lord appear partial and unjuſt, if not 
ruel, But why may he not be allowed to act in 
ie kingdom of grace as he does in the kingdom 
f providence and nature? In the latter, we know 
e diſpenſes his;favours as he pleaſes: and whilſt he 
ppoints to ſome little but ſickneſs, pain, poverty, 
miſery, &c. he. diftributes to others the «reverſe of 
"Whbele, who are juſt as little deſerving of his favours 
s they. This ſeeming partiality is alſo extended to 
he brute creation, For into what can the wide dif- 
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forence bet mec ſome dgmeſtic animals, pampered. 
and nurſed in the ap of indulgence, and others con- 
ſigned to little but ill uſage, hard labour, ſavage 
treatment; &. be wtimately reſolved, but into the, ; 
Lord's ſovereign diſpoſal of his own creatures? n 
This inequality may, indeed, in many eaſts, be oc- 
caſioned by the wickegneſs of men, who mult give an * 
account, But he who permits it to take place, and a 
who could otherwiſe order it if tie choſe, 18 the all- 


©" re 

wiſe and a} riphteous God; whole tender mercies, 90 

„ot withſtanding, are over ail his works. If, how- Hu! 

ever, we allow him in the ene caſe, thus to diſpenſe ua 
or withhold his baunties according to his own righ- 
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teous will ;* why ſnould he be taxed with unjuſt and p. 


cruel partiality, when repreſented as purſuing the hs 
ſame 1ne of conduct in the other? The Moſt High 
has reaſons for his dealings with all his creatures, 15 
both in the kingdom of nature and grace, which it 
were impoilible. ve ſhould be able to diſcover, to 
underſtand. or to reconcile with our views of things, 11 
in this imperſe&t ſtate of exiſlence. And we are es 
ſurely muck more in character. when we give him 
credit for the righteouſneſs of bis ways, Which ex- Bea 
cerd our comprehenſion, than when we feem to ar- 


raign him at the bar of our ſhallow reaſon, or oblige . 
kim to act according to our judgment, in order to — 
. 4 "IA * n 
Some vnſkitful quoters of Scripture, are oſien ſanctioning and iS 


recommending their erroneous aſſeruens, by laying,, The Lord is lan- 
ing to every man, and a meaſure of grace is given to every man to 
4 » "ng ** N . 
profit withal. Rut there ate no ſuch texts in the Word of God. It 
is ſaid, indeed, the Lord is good to all, and the manifeſtation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. hut each of thele 
Sctiptures are widely different from what they are_uſualy quo ed to 
coptirm, viz. that God loves every man aiike, and has given them a 
m eaſure of ſaving grace. For in the former, his goodnels 1s only de- 
elared to all his cieatares, and in the latter, that the miraculous gift 
of the Spirit were tur de edification co the Church, Talat cl. 
1 Cor. xai. | | 


\ # 


PrLron2uiicy 


. 


Nronounce him juſt or merciful. Moreover, we 
now that the Lord has made ſome of his creatures 


er ſeemingly no other purpoſe than to be taken 
„d deſtroyed, on account of their noxious and hurt- 
Ii qualities. This the apoſtle Peter heſitates not to 
: py to ſome deſcriptions of ſinners. 2 Pet. ii. 12. 
f Prov. Xvi. 4. And as we muſt allow it is grace that 


akes us who are believers. to differ from them, we 
e taught, at leaft, to be in filent ſubmiſſion to his 
Food pleafure. Pf. xivi. 10. Or inſtead of finding 
zult with his ways, as if unjuſt and partial, ſhould 
e Fumbly and thankfully admire/ the riches of his 
oodneſs in our tavour ; when by nature we are cor- 
pt as they.“ In Reet let us turn our eyes any» 
here. we cannot help being ſtruck with an appa- 
ent unc qua diſtribution of the gifts of providence : : 
d can it be expected that a different ſcene ſhould 
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„If many people were only as anxiouſly ſolicitous to eſcape the juſ- 
e We of God, id their own guilty Caſes, as they are to have it vindi- 
ted in that of others, it would probably be far better for them than 
is. It is indeed ſurpriſing to hear humble, experienced chriſtians 
„ icing to any truth of religion, merely becauſe it ſeems to embar- 
-( them in clearing yp the juſtice and mercy of God to their ſatisfae- 
„e, by their own rule of jud-ing.:, whilethey cannot tells us how be 
n be juſt or merciful in g anting life and eaſe to one infant, and 
Qing another, equaily innocent, with pain and death, to puniſh 
_ With ſuch awful ſeverity his gvn guiltleſs Son, for the fin of rebels, 
to viſit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, or to leave the 
with nation under unbelief. When perfons affecting to be more 
erciful than God, and juſt as wiſe as he, can ſolve theſe, and many 
ie difficulties, they may ſeel a greater Tight to demand a ſatisfactory 
dication of divine juſtice and goodneſs in every caſe propoſed to 
eir ac Ceptance ar d ſubmiſſion. 
l apprehend it does not concern us to find out eto the Lord can be 
tin alt his ways, which are as much above ours as the heavens are 
ove the earth. It certainly is quite ſufficient to know that he can 
perfect! juſt in puniſhing every one who lives and dies in the 
plect of his ſalvation, while he believes and profeſſes he can do 
erwiſe if he choſe; which is, in general, the caſe with all en. 
leyers, whether * or Gentiles, John ix. 41. 
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meet our enquiries in the diſpenſations of prace 
He acts as a ſovereign in both, and giveth no accou 
of his ways, which the proud can reliſh, or t) 
humble diſapprove. But with what juſtice can v 
fnners complain of a method of prace, as parti 
and cruel, which a'lows and avows that no one t! 
wants and ſeeks ſpiritual bleflings, ever was or ev 
ſhall be turned away without them? Can any <1 
jet defire more in the government of a nation 
of a world? Fe choſe, however, the ſeed ( 
Abraham at firſt, in preference to any other natin 
called them his peop'e, and greatly diftingutfhe 
them from the reſt of mankind by efpecinl fa vor! 
He has a ſo choſen the ſpiritual ſeed of Chrilt as typ 
fd thereby; and he is no more partral in the one c: 
thao in the other, Iſa Vii. 10 PC, xxii 30, Dev 
vii. 6—8. And if the Sovereign of the univerſet 
| pleaſed to he ve mercy or an inrumerab'e maltitude 
rebellious. ce ademned creatures ; to open their eye 
and to work in them, accerding to the cqunlels of h 
- moſt gracions will, a mind and heart to take up th 
eroſs and follow Chriſt, as tho declared way of t 
Kingdom; (Eph. i. 9. Rom. ix 15.) has he n 
an undiſputable right, in this manner, to illuſt ra 
the riches of his grace, without being taxed with ug 
juſt partiality, by thofe who may deſpiſe this ble 
ſedneſs fer the pleaſures and profits of a vain world 
And if finners have what they prefer, and ſeek foy 
before the friendſhip and loving-kindneſs of ti 
Tord, they ſurely have their own choice, and ci} 
Have no juſt caufe to blame him for not giving the 
what they do not ſo much as deſire and regard; 
what. in fact, we all, in a ſtate of nature, negle 
and deſpiſe. He, however, who was pleaſed top! 
by fallen angels, to have mercy upon fallen men, 2 
_eording. to his gracious purpoſes, can doubtleſs ju 
"WF his procedure. in the one caſe, as well as 
a 5 La 
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e other, whenever he is called upon for it; with- 
t incurring the 1mpious imputation of cruel parti- 
ty for ſo doing. Aud, after all. the objections to 
is mode of the divine procedure, in the behalf of 
ey millions of our race, at the end of time, as 
Il as to morrow or to-day, a certain number will 
> ſaved and a certain number loſt ; for ail we know 
ill not be in heaven. But will not that number 
ved aſcribe all their ſalration-entirely, and ſolely to 
e Lord's grace, which diſtinguiſhed them from the 
| of mankind, and made them victorious over all 
ſiculties, oppoſitions, &c? Neither Arminians 
y more than Calvinifts can deny it, without con- 
adicting the plaineſt ſcriptures. See Heb. ii. 13. 
ev. i. 5, 6.—vii. 9, 10. Muſt not then theſe be 
led his elect, according to the foreknowledge of 
te Father? Mat. xxiv. 34. 1 Pet. i. 2. for whom 
e kingdom was prepared and ſo deſigned before the 
pundation of the world? Mat. xxv. 34. Muſt they 
ot be ſaid to have been redeemed from among men. 
ev. xiv. 4. and kept by the power of God. 1 Pet, 
5. as well as waſhed in the blood of Chriſt? Rev. 
5. It cannot with decency be diſpute; But 
ow can all this be admitted without allowing ſome- 
ling like partiality in the Lord's conduct. And 
the ways of God are not the ſame toward all, 
y the conſent of all, where is the unjuſt partiality 
the doctrine of free grace as above ſtated? The 
jection, on this ſcore, as much belongs to the Ar- 


Pinian as the Calvinian ſcheme of grace.“ Sinners, 


however, 


* According to the Arminian opinion, a certain proportion of 


very man's term of life is his time of ſalvation, Which, if he outlise 


ithout true repentance,. his caſe from that day, becomes hopelels ; 
nd they further ſay, his dav of grace is then gone, and the Spirit has 
ne ſtriving with him. New, we know that the Lord diſtributes 

: an 


—, 
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whilſt ſome others are ſpared to fifty or ſixty, and repent and ary 


can only be propoſed by a haughty, rebellious mind. 


C 36 1 


however; will have no juſt grounds of complain 
againſt the divine procedure, becauſe they neitheſge 


| valued or ſought his choiceſt favours, though ſo offs, 


ten warned af the end of their negligence, unbeliciWme 


&c. which negligence, and not the divine purpoſſprd 


(that they neither knew or believed) they mulFA 
blame as the cauſe of their condemnation and miſeryW m 
John iii. 19, 20, Heb. ii. 3. Let every finner then 
remember that he is perfectly welcome to the ble ot 


- ſings of the goſpel, and ſhall never be denied ther ir 


if he be only willing to leave fin-in the purſuit en 
them, or if he covet and deſire them in preference tWere 


— . — 


; s , 1 : d \ nd 
an unequal meaſure of this gracious period to different perſons ; be 
cauſe fome are evidently cut off in their fins at twenty or thit 


faved. * Thus, agreeably to their own language and conſent, of ce 
finner's day of grace is much longer than another's, without - arj Hop 
other aſſignable reaſon than the good pleaſure of God, &c. If hon... 
ever we named this his righteous conduct towards different perſon 
after them, in regard to his diſcriminating grace, we muſt call it un 
Juſt and cruel partiality. But we think we can uſe a much mere 
decent and becoming term. His long ſuffering and forbearance, li eig 
the reſt of his benefits, are his own, to continue or withdraw wh, .+} 
and where he pleaſeth. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 
The ſame obſervation and expoſtulation may apply to the ſeeming in 


equality of his ways in reference to other appointments of his pro ilin 


vidence and grace. For, whilſt one country or ſpot, may be recen elie 
ing and returning the benefits of a fertilizing ſhower, the inhabitant 

of another may be ſuffering and periſhing for want of ict. See Lukgh— 
iv. 25, 26. He may in like manner, paſs by ſome nations, town * 
and villages to enrich others with his goſpel and with the bleſſings Ws th: 
eternal life thereby. Mat. iv. xz3— 16. He may allo be pleaſed Vorl 
open the eyes of ſome, and leave others blind. Mat. xi. 25. A eo 


who dare ſay to him on account of theſe his ways, What doeſt thouYWnd t 


or, Wherefore doeſt thou fo ? It is peculiar to the Lord of heaven a eſe 
earth, to do whatſoever he pleaſeth, and yet always to do right. Where y 


* 


ther however, he is juſt in this procegure, is an impious queſſion, an 


Drom 
have read of a man who when exhorted to repent and believe on Wraith 
death-bed, replied it is too late, the day of grace is paſt; aud dieWe u 


in deſpair. Was not this an Arminian Methodilt ? tieul 


hu ever Piri. 


1 
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ching. elſe. John vi. 35—44-. verſe 40. A 


ger grant than this, no Arminian can give, and of 


is, Calviniſtic, cruel partiality (as it is termed by 


e) can boaſt, in happy harmony with the Whole 


1 rd of God. 


A 6th objection to this way of believing. is, that 
makes a great number of ſcriptures appear in- 
nſiſtent with themſelves, and repreſents others as of 


other uſe but to mock and tantalize us rather than 


inftrut and benefit us.“ But ſurely this conſe- 
ence does not appear and 1s not felt by all. For 


ere are many who can reconcile moſt of the ſcrip- ' 


res alluded to, and feel little difficulty in ſo doing. 
nd may not' this ſeeming difficulty, in the way 
what 1s called Calviniſtic believing, be owing to 
e imperfection of knowledge, or to the influ» 
ce of prejudice? Or is it ſuppoſable that we can 
lopt any method of explaining ſome texts of ſerip- 
bre which can free them, to every one's apprehen- 
on, from this imagined incumbrance? We may 
erefore obſerve, that if this objection have any 


eight, it makes juſt as much againſt the Arminian - 


ethod of interpreting ſcriptures as ours. And are 
lere no inſuperable difficulties attending the recon- 
8 of the following texts of ſcripture, with the 


elief of man's free will and power to help and ſave 


— 


— — i * 


lt is the practice of ſome teachers to repreſent and enforce doing 
the alone titie to the promiſe of life. (See 20th vol. of Mr. Weſley's 
Vorks, page 10) But it is uſual with the Apoſtles to aflign the poſe 
eſſion ot the promiſe as the pleaſant and effectual motive for doing, 
nd to exhort thereto accordingly. Thus 2 Cor. vii. 1. HAVING 
beſe promiſes, let us cleanſe ourſelwes, Cc. And Rom. vi: 12, Yield 
wr your members unto um igbtecuſneſs, but unto Gad. —Fer fin ſhall not 
bave dominion over you, for ye are under grace. The poſſeſſion of the 
promiſe is the reaſon and inducement to obedience ; and in this way, 
faith and love are animated and encouraged for the ſame, This is to 
e under grace, and not under the aw. See 1 Pet. ji. 24, and par- 
ticularly Gen. xvii. 8, 9, where the obedience of Abraham and his 
Ipiritual ſeed is urged upon the promiſe of life already given to them. 


himſeif? 


- 
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the ſenſe and connection of theſe and a hundred 


% 


\ 


1. 30 1 
thiniſelf? John iv. 44. xii. 39. Eph. ii. 4, 5. Phil.. 


5. 6. ii. 13. Rev; iii. 17. 1 Pet. i. 2—5. Gal: i. 15. . 


Rom. v. 10. Tit. in. 5. John iii. 7, 8. Rom. viii. 29. Co 
Exzek. x#.'6. Mat. xi. 29—27. xiii. 11. Kc. Dort 
not theſe ſcriptures more clearly teach us that God it 


is the firſt and the laſt, and the only worker in man's 
ſalvation, and that it is all of his own purpoſe andi 
grace that any are effeQually called, juſtified, quick- 
ned, ſanctiſied, preſerved, and glorified, than thoſe 
prove the contrary, which are uſually applied to for 

this purpoſe? It would abundantly exceed the de- MF. 
fign and limits of this publication to attempt giviag a 


. = 
more paſſages of the ſame complexion, or of thoſe s 
generally produced to oppoſe and overthrow the ſen- = 


timents «deduced from them, But a perſon, who 
reads a good commentator, may ſee them all recon- WW. 
cited, and cleared up, upon the Principles here 
pleaded for.“ [Perhaps Mr. Scott among theſe may 
be reckoned one of the firſt for the edification of the | 
plain reader, I know not one, for my own part, 
more ſpiritual, conſiſtent, judicious, and candid. }] 
But which method of interpreting ſcripture bids fair- 
eſt for the truth? That which makes Chrift all in 
the ſalvation of a periſhing, condemned ſinner; or 
that which allows him a power apd will to help, to 
deliver, and ſave: himſelf ? that makes a worm of 


* 
- - — n - D fe 
ö 'y 
* Such texts as Pſalm li. 11. and 1 Cor. ix. 2f, only ſhow that | * 
ſpirit of holy love and jealouſy which the Lord puts into the hearts of | ; 
his people, as the operative mean of their diligence and preſervation. WF 


And as to Gen. vi. My Sirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man; it is | 
explained by Neh. ix. 30. Zech. vil. 12. Acts vii. 15. where it is 
Laid to be the Lord's Spirit in his Prophets; whoſe inſtructions, 
warnings, reproofs, &c. ſinners have always refiſted and quenched, 
-with more or leſs of the ſame obitinate pertinacity and rebellion. — 
See Rom. viii. 9. | 
| the 
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. le earth a co-helper with his Maker? as if omni- 
*Wotence were inſufficient to work in his creatures 
We good pleaſure of his will, and the work- of faith 
ith power, without their ſuppoſed aſſiſtance; or as 
it were likely that aſinner, in arms againſt his So- 
"WMcreigo, ſhould lend him his aid to make himſelf . 
Willing to obey his will and perform his pleaſure. 
Nom. v. 10. In rejecting the ſenſe uſually given by 
he Armiuians, to theſe ſcriptures, we only deny 
an's moral ſufficiency, in a ſtate of death and fin,: 
Wo ſave himſelf, or to do any thing towards it; but 
Þ diſcarding the interpretation we give to them, 
ey are obliged to deny the foreknowledge of God, 
Wis almighty power, his everlaſting purpoſes of 
Percy, his unchanging veracity, and everlaſting 
Poe; (thoſe perfections of Deity which form the 
Wery baſis of the convinced ſinner's ſecurity and the 
Wperienced believers comfort and joy. Heb. vi. 17— 
9.) or to exclude the concern of theſe perfections 
om our ſafety and hope. And which of theſe 
:hemes of explaining ſcfipture conduces molt to our 
aker's glory, and to a humbled, ſeeking, diſconſo- 
ate ſinner's comfort and ſecurity, let the ſimpleſt 
eader judge. But if God be the firſt worker and 

| D 2 | the 
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* Heb. vi. 46. For it is impoſſible, Sc. This ſeems intended 
d teach the beheving Hebrews, how far perfons might go, in that age 
| miracles, in the profeſſion of Chriſt, and yet fall into apoſtacy, as 
warning and caution for their ſelſ-examiantion, prayer, watchfulneſs, 
e. and in this view we are called to improve fimilar inſtances of 
omiſing appearances- degenerating into final and confirmed impeni- 
ncy.. For all theſe have heen ſuffered to happen for enſampleg.:to 
. 1 Cor. x. 11-13. Wich the ſame latitude of interpretation we 
uſt underſtand Heb. x. 26. where the Apoſtie has evidently in v;ew 
e ſame final apoſtacy of Jewiſh converts to Chriſtanity to Jewda;im 
gain: In which caſe they rejected, by their very religion, the g. cat 
acrifice for fin, and ſcemed to fall into the. blaſphemy agaiuit "th 

| Fele 
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will, and thus make good his word and his purpol u. 


nothing but deſpair to the greater ou > . Rope A 
| * excepted. 2 


1 

the only effectual worker in our enlightening ae 
ſalvation, and if his power alone be ſufficient , 
keep us ſafe to the end, and he have pledged es 
word, 'and interpoſed his oath to this effect, of a 
liv. 9—10.) we are under the happy neceſſity . 
making every ſcripture that relates to our ſalvati edi 
harmonize with this gracious aſſurance, and of e 
jecting every ſenſe of a text or texts which is o 0 1 
pofed thereto. And if Chriſt give unto ns 
ſheep, all over the world, eternal life, and declar{W12 
that they ſhall never er” are we to blame for b 
lieving him, when it is a life we could not do withouf e 
or for interpreting every ſcripture, employed to co 
tradict and overthrow ſo gracious an aſſurance af 
purpoſe, in ſubſervience thereto, and in corroborl®! 
tion thereof? Can any life ſuit a dying, periſhin 
awakened ſinner, but an eternal one? and is ng ed 
Chriſt, in the gift of himſelf for, and to us, tha ft 
eternal life? 1 John v. 11. John xi. 25. Could a 
thing leſs than ſuch a life fave us, or could we fid cl 
ners have it in any other way than as a free gif 
And if he gave himſelf for us, and to us, from pu id. 
eternal love, (Epheſ. v. 25, 26.) may we not mi 
ſure he will keep us; or why did he do ſo? He knew 
could not keep ourſelves : And if his love diſpoſ: 

him to perform the greater, does not reaſon teac 

us to believe that he will not be wanting in doing ti”. 
leſs? He will incline our hearts to love him and biﬀ- 


thi 


Holy Ghoſt. We may be ſure he could not mean, that a fearful ee 
peftatim of worth followed upon every wiltul fin, or in every caſc Wife g 
falling away, in the uſual ſenſe of the words ʒ becauſe we ſee to i po 
contrary in the recovery of every backſlider. And were we to undi. 

ſtand thera after the Arminian manner, we might indeed pre 
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our behalf; Jer. xxxi. 31—37. It is not becom- 
„then, that we ſhould give a meaning to ſerip- 
res formed to oppoſe this gracious delign, and to 
reaye the Lord our God, of thoſe very excclen- 
es which: alone inſure our ſalvation, through the 
Wedivm of an adequate atonement, in the midſt of 
Wars, of enemies, and of dangers to the contrary. 
Mo ſay that the Lord has an equal lose for all the 
\Wns of men, is not only to contradict his. Word, 
latt. vii. 23. Rom. ix. 13.) but to make his love 
no value, ſeeing that numbers ſo loved, periſh 
twithſtanding, and is not at al] requiſite to en- 
urage any humbled ſeeking ſinner's hope; ſince, 
mis ſtate of mind, every ſuch ſinner has reaſon 
Mough to believe that the Lord loves him, and from 
& Word of his grace, may learn, he is ſweetly in- 
ed to truſt ia him. But the aſſertion involves the - 
f dangerous abſurdity and blaſphemous falſhood, . 
MW. that he loves ſinners in hell with an everlaſting 
changeable love; and that he would have ſaved 
em, and they ſhould never have periſhed, as he had 
id, had not Satan and they been: ſtronger than 
mſelf 11.1% | 


; 3: | There- 


— 


+ Ged ſo lowed the Toorld, as to give his only begatten Son, that 
beſvever- believeth in bim, ſhould not ſ er iſp, &c.. John iii. 46. Hee © 
is evident, not only that the efficacy of Chriſt's death is d eſigned 
dee that believe (as at page 26, ) but that it is this pai of the 
rid tor which his love is expreſſed: For he SO loved, &. (even 
this manner; or with this limitation, exception or reſe rve) that 
oſoever believeth, &c. Every one that believes is vi en there- 
e the object of his love; and only theſe have a right to appropriate 
e gift of his dear Son: and indeed, theſe only will be able and 
Ipoſed to apply and improve it aright. Compare 1 John iii. 1. Rom. 
. 32--39. and page 26. 8 
O ſeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, &c. 
ww often would I have gathered thy children,“ &c. Matt; xxii. 
ſ—-39. This willingneſs to xeceive them into favor upon their 
f 5 repentance 


— 
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There is no ſcripture can mock and tantalize a t 
by requiring what we cannot do, as the token ! 
ſubmiſſion and love, if we only take Chriſt into tou 
account ; for with him we can do all things; - or ra Le- 
ther Chriſt does it in us, 2 Cor: iii. 5. 1 Cor. xv. 10 as 

il. ii. 13. 'We can do all things he calls us to, i p 
this way, becauſe the promiſe is as wide as the prey 
cept, and contains the {trength neceſſary for wh on 
the precept enjoins, Phil. iv. 13. And, if upon thi t! 
principle, we explain all the exhortations and cad. 
to duty, they become practicable to a living faith er) 
Bur let Chriſt in us by his Spirit, be left out of t: 
queſtion, and we are without ſtrength and life to di ks 
any thing to purpoſe, John xv, 4, 5. Command - 
iu junctions, warnings, & e. may aiſo be over ruled by" 


the Spirit to ſubſerve his gracious deſign in convince» 
ing a ſinner of fin, of * helplefsneſs, and of his ruinf * 
ne 

1 4 . 
repentance, the Lord had ſhown by the labors of his ſervants, for ag 1 
back, who were his faithful repreſentatives: And though this addrelf = 
was particularly directed to the heads of that City, the rulers in chuic « 


and ſtate; (See the former verſes, and Micah ili. 9 — 12. 2 Chrod 8 
Xx\vi. 14—17.) for the common people heard him gladly ; yet thei 5 


would be individuals among both who would make him their refuge = 
as being taught of him fo to do. But, indeed, though Chriſt thy 
addreſſes them, as unwilling to ſeek him, his word tells us the bu. 


of the nation was devoted to unbelief and deſtruction, Rom. xi. 7, vob 
Acts xxviii. 26. This however they neither underſtood nor believed Jo 
And, as they zealouſly maintamed their ability to know and ſerve Co 7 
they were inexcuſable for their perſeverance in diſobedience, as Joni . 
ix. 41. Notwithſtanding, they were offered the means of life, ww» 8 
viſed to improve them, even win ſaid to be ſealed up in blindneſ 1 
and infidelity, fohn xii. 3542. But this, wich their ogy 40 
awfully predicted ſtate, is a diſpenſation of righteouſneſs we are 

competent to decide, and are rather called humbly and wiſely to im 
prove, than raſhly and proudly to cenſure and blame it. See 1. 75 


Iziii. 17. Deut. xxix. 4. Secret things belong to God z and he b. n 
ci her purpoſes to anſwer in affording the means of grace, beſides ti - 
Edvation of fouls; as Iſa. vi. 10, John ix. 39. | A 
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d thus drive him to Chrift for mercy and for help; 
n (ii. 24. Rom. viii. 9. And to this end they are 
o uſually bleſſed in the caſe of experienced bez 
vers, Rom. vii. 12—25. And as to the invita> 


— 


ins of the Goſpel, they generally imply or expreſs 


zarticular character or ſtate of mind to which 

y are addreſſed: and always go upon the ſuppo- 

on that the Spirit of Grace has previouſly diſpo- 

| the heart, by bis convincing power, to reliſh, love 
Wd embrace them.“ Thus in the ſeriptures, 0 
ery one that thirſteth come, and whoſoever will, 


— 


The e gh univerſal redemption lay much ſtreſs upon 
In 1-9. 2 Cor. vi. 1. Titus ii. 11. as if, they plainly and unde- 
bly taught that all Os without excepting one, are born with light 
| grace. It is well known to ſome, however, that the grace of 
d in the two latter texts, means the Goſpel; or as it is explained in 
next preceding chapter in Cor. the Mini y and word of reconcili. 
dn, which the Corinthians were befought not to receive in vain. 
ei the Apoſtle ſaid had gone out into all the world, and. fo had ap- 
edc all, or to Gentiles as well as Jews. And as for that in John, 
can no more infer from the Evangeliſt's expreſſion, that all men 
doru with true-ſaving light, than from Luke xvi. 16, that every 
n preſſed into the kingdom of God. Both expreſſions appear, like 
ny.others, elliptical, "and muſt be ſupplied : the firft only teaching 
tall who are ſavingly eul; ightened, are enlightened by Chriſt; 
re being no other light of the world but he: and the latter, that 
ry man, who entered into . the kingdom of God after the days 
Pra the Baptiſt, took the kingdom by violence or force, as if 
m the ſeus to whom it originally belonged, Matt. viii. II. 12. 


* Te Theſe may ſerve as ſamples for many other texts, which 
a frequently miſapplied and eafily milonderſtood. Every or 
Y men often ſtands for many, or for the world, that is Gentiles as 
„ lss, and as diſtinguiſhed from Jews, Rom. xi. 15. But ſhould a 


ethodiſt inſiſt upon it, that the word all or every in Heb. ii. 9, 
Whuſt ſignify every man, without exception; he may be aſked, If 72 
re word means every thing without exception in Rom. viii. 28? 
* ſo, among theſe all things, he muſt reckon fin!!! If alſo he 
Ni ply this ſenſeof the word to Eph. i. 10, he muſt prove that all will be 
ed, and fo agree with the Antinomian, who allows this, becauſe he 
lieves with the Methodiſt the death of Chriſt availed for all: and 1 in- 

e, he that believes che one, . admit the other. 


9 | let 


the Lord can quicken finners, or edify his faints, He! 


Calviniſtic plan of interpreting the ſcriptures, » 


derſtand, that we are taught to conſider the Lord 


C 
let him come, &c. Come unto me all ye that labby de 


and are heavy laden, &c. He hath ſent me to preaci< | 
the Goſpel to the poor, to heal the broken hearted 


Kc.“ the frame of mind is alluded to, and- th uk 
bleſſing ſought and coveted, is offered artl,promiſedM* *© 
and the caſe is particularly deſcribed, to belp t.“ 
feeble faith and remove the miſgiring fears of t 
humble diligent ſeeker. Thus exhortations, com 7 


mandt, calls, admonitions, &c. are deſgned, an 
formed to awaken that very ſtate of mind, whic ) 
3nvitations and. promiſes are intended and ſuited t 


relieve and gratify ; ; and thus all the ſcriptures b ith 
come profitable to ſame, if loſt upon others, auff 
v. 


anſwer every purpoſe for which they were d 
ſigned, 2; Cor. 11, 15, 16. Ifa. lv. 10, 11. But en! 


what ſcriptures he pleaſes to uſe for either of the th 
purpoſes, we are warranted to uſe any, in depen v0! 
aye 


dance on his bleſſing, with this view. This objeQio! 
then, may be diſmiſſed with the reſt, as having "®" 
relation to, or foundation in, the ſentiments an 
principles we profels to maintain.. There is, ho ed 
ever, a 

Tth Objefion behind; namely, That upon th 


ean-preach the Goſpel only to a few called the elec 
inftead of to all, as commanded: by Chriſt. T! 
objection has in part been anſwered already; but 
may be allowed to ſay it hardly requires a formal r 
futation, becauſe it is contradicted by matter of fa 
and notorious Example. And if the views we adop 
of the words of Chriſt would not ſuffer us to ol 
every command of his will, there would be ju 
reaſon for reprobating and rejecting them. Ou 
opponents do not ſo much as think, or will not u 


redeemed ones continually before and about us; at 
indcely 


t 
deed, we know none that are not of that number ;: 
e preach therefore to all, as if they were. And 
all his people (as they are called, Matt. i. 21. 
uke i. 77, &c.) are ſinners with the reſt of mankind, 
e call, and warn, and exhort, and perſuade all ; 
aving the Lord to apply the meſſage to whom he 
eaſeth, for their inſtruction and ſalvation ; and re- 
ice when we obſerve here and there one diſpoſed 
his grace to receive it, (Iſa. ly. 10, 11, Acts xi. 
8.) As the power to convince and convert ſome, 
ad to ſtrengthen and quicken others, reſts entirely 
ith him, and as he has a people to call in every 
acc; we alſo hope that he will not let us preach 
vain, but has ſent us here or there by the appoint- 
ents of his providence, in order to fulfil and ſubſerve 
e purpoſes of his grace. See Acts xv. 14. xvii, 10. 
the Lord do not work with us, we know we ſhall 
bor to no good purpoſe, (Mark xvi. 20.) But we 
ave no realon to think he will not, becauſe he has 
omiled to the contrary, Matt. xxviii, 20. We are 
tain he has his plan before him, by which he pro- 
eds, as e very wiſe maſter builder has his in every eree- 
on he undertakes: And, as he has mide ſome of us, 
well as others, joint /2bourers (cure Cor. 111.97) 
der himſelf, by the teachiags of his. ſpirit and 
e diſpoſals of his providence: We account it 'our 
ty to attend to every command and iaſtitution 
his word, both in hewing ſinners, as rough ſtones, 
om the quarry of nature, and in poliſhing and fit- 
ag them for their ſeveral places; that that gloriqus 
ritual temple of true believers, or liviag ſtones, 
ch his wiſdom hath defigned, (Prov. ix. I. 1 Pet. 
5.) may be completed; the top ſtone of which. 
all be brought forth with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, 
ace unto it, Zech. iv. 7. In a word, As we are 
ily enjoined to preach the Goſpel to every crea» 
te, or to all to whom we are ſent, we obey with. 
* Pleaſure, 


* 
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pleaſure, and we can obey it with conſiſteney. An h 


originate in miſtake and error, 


loves Chriſt and his will with his whole heart, as try 
Calviniſm requires, and as every true Calviniſt doe 


ob 


i we are not made the inſtruments of ſaving all 1 TY 
deſire, we know that all muſt be left without excu 
to whom this ward of reconciliation, this grace « 
God, the Goſpel of our ſalvation comes. In th 2 
diſcharge of our truſt and obedience to our prine 
ples, we have Prophets and Apoſtles for our exam; 
ples, and we are thankful to ſay, that we do n 
copy them without ſomething of their ſucceſs. V. 
the reſult of our miniſtry ſerves to confirm the trut 
of our bleſſed Maſter's affertion, ** That many a 
called, but comparatively few choſen;“ Many hea 
but few ſavingly believe. As we can thus prea 
the whole Goſpel in perfect concordance with or 
belief of the divine will, the ohjection brought x 


gainſt it on this ſcore, muſt, like all the othe 
* 


8. It is objected once more, That Calvinift 
3 allow people ſo much liberty that they m 
ive as they pleaſe. But how would he live wh 


1 ert 


* A favourite text with the Arminians-is, 2 Pet. iii. Not willi 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all, &c. But it is pretty clear, d 
meaning of the Apoſtle is, that the. Lord moſt patiently endured ti 
provocations of the wicked, becauſe he would not be influenced 


their crimes to terminate the preſent ſtate of things, till ail his che 


12 were brought to repentance;“ many of whom: might, ble 
ngth, appear to be among thoſe infidel ſcoffers, to whom his lo ie 
ſuffering was extended as well as to them? He has, indeed, his pe ed 
ple every where; and while his pence waits til} they are brought ch 


the knowledge of the truthy the lame patience is manifeft to other! 
for their ſakes, (as Mark xiii. 20,) though he only knows who ion 
be ſaved by that indulgence, or who will abuſe it to their deſtruiWbec 
non, when all are guilty and all deſerve to ſuffer. See verſe 15. un 
is obſervable the Apoſtle ſays, ** /ang-ſufſering 102vard us, whom n! 
kis former epiſtle (chap. i.) he denominates 6/67 according to the feel 


kuoww/edge of God ihe Faiber, &s. X ho] 
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1 

b. i. 4. We may learn from his choice; 7 Baur 
ofen the way of thy precepts, Pſalm cxix. from his 
agment and acknowledgrhent, (ver. 2, 3.) from 
s inclination, wiſh and prayer, © that my ways were 
ected to keep thy flatues, (ver. 5): from his com- 
aint and concern, (ver. 25. Rom. vii. 15—24): 
d from the habitual purpoſe of his mind, ver. 8. 32. 
e truth is, the law of God is in his heart; the 
irit of promiſe has written it there, (Jer. xxxi.) 
d he delights in it after the inward man: And ſo. 
as he 18/{trengthened to walk according to it, he ; 
Il in a life of watchfulneſs and prayer exemplify it 
living holily, humbly and obediently, and not 
erwiſe.* His mind is formed for this life, and 
et upon it; and every failure therein is his grief 
d puniſhment. He loves his maſter and his ſer- 
e; and he has no inclination to change either, 
od. xxi. As a renewed ſoul, it does not conſiſt 
th the firft and prevailing deſires of his heart to 
ve ſin or the fleſh : and he could be no more happy 
rein, with his new ſtate of mind, than he could be 
hell, «c John iii. 9. In a word; all the latitude of 
erty which true Calviniſm allows, is only that 
zich the will of God, and the love of Chriſt cir- 
ſcribes. Within theſe limits the genuine Cal- 
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The danger of Antinomianiſm, or a liberty to reject and neglect 
bleſſed law of Chriſt, has been long charged on the free preaching 
ie doctrines of free, grace. See Rom. vi. But the reaſons ſug- 
dd above, form an effeQtual bar to ſuch licentiouſneſs. And 
ther men are made Antinomians or continue Legaliſts (that is, 
riſes) by a perverſion of the truth, is a matter of ſ'nall moment, 
long as they remain ſtrangers to the diſpoſition of heart here de- 
bed. Both are enemies to God and the methods of his grace, and 
1 muſt be renewed in the ſpirit of their minds. But true Calvi- 
inſiſts upon it that we mutt be created in Chriſt unto good works, 
ell as fore-ordained to walk in them; and that we are choſea ts 
aoly and unblameable in love, Eph. i. ii. 10. dg 
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winift feels his happineſs, and peace and joy to vibrate 
He pants for holineſs, and his love and knowledy 
thereof urge him to ſeek fill higher attainmen' 
therein, Phil. iii. Could he therefore only live as | 
would, he would exhibit the character of an ange 
and be found without ſpot. This however is the de 
fire of his heart, and the purſuit of his life, 

But the mere hope of reward and fear of puniſh 
ment implied in this Arminian objection, as th 
cauſe and the motive to obedience, 1s but a low ar 
legal one at beſt. To ſerve the Lord from ſuch prin 


ciples may ſuit thoſe who are under the influence o. 


ſervile, laviſh dread of his diſpleaſure : but is quit 


unneceſſary and unſuiting for thoſe who are mad I 
perfect in love, and whoſe obedience is the fruit of 
willing mind and a pardoned juſtified ſtate, by ..! 
imputed righteouſneſs of their glorious Surety, Ro Il 
vi. Such do not need the exactions of ſeverity ar le 
the laſh of rigour to extort forced obedience, hf 
hearts are in love with their Maſter's will, and v. 
have not received the ſpirit of fear, but of power a: 
love, and of a found mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. And this 
conceive to be the very ſpring of acceptable ſubj: 
tion to Chriſt, John xiv. 24. 

Having ndw endeavoured to remove the chief o 
jections and difficulties to the doctrines of free grad 
I will cloſe the whole with a few brief enquiries, & 
by way of vindication of our belief of them, : 
zeal for them. 

Firſt, then, are we wrong in teaching believer: 
know their election of God as the Apottles did. 

6 a (i Th 


Some haye been ſo highly wrought on by the perſecutors of 
doctrine, that they cannot endure ſo much as the mention of it, 
in the terms of ſcripture. Surely ſuch may eaſily know, if 
were not quite blind, that the enemies of the truth of God are 

ene 
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te}: Thel. i. 4.) Or are we blameable for maintaining 
eſe doctrines, whilſt they may be ſo eafily proved 
um the oracles of God, and are formed and defigned 
conduce to their comfort, ſtability and purity ? 
ot certainly is at our peril to do otheriviſe. We are 
ade ftewards of theſe pearls of the kingdom, and 
uſt be faithful. We are taught the ſalvation of the 
(\Mghtcous is only of the Jord, and that he forſaketh 
tit bis ſaints but preſerveth them for ever, Pf. xxxix. 
ad woe unto us, if we teach otherwiſe! But we 
inſult feed Nis flock with knowledge and underſtand- 
of al and keep back nothing that is profitable, Jer. 
* . Ia. xl. 2. Acts xx. 26—30. 
ad 115 is indeed urged by many, That this doctrine 18 
eeeable to corrupt nature, as a reaſon why we are 
fond of it. But how 1s it, then, that ſo few are 
ling to receive it, and that ſo many bitterly op- 
ſe it even among the profane and ignorant? We 
jow the ruling propenſities of corrupt nature are 


— — 


mies of God himſelf. Nor do ſuch want proof that this muſt be 
ir own character, while they cannot bear even the words of the 
ly Choſt. 
They, after all, who rather prefer their life to be in their own 
ping, or to reſt upon the contingency of their own will, than om 
ſtable promiſe of God, may have their choice. But one may be 
wed to remind them what was the end of Adam the firſt in this 
with more wiſdom and ſufficiency than they can boaſt of; and 
amn them to take good heed their own be not the fame. They 
Id not, I think, build their houſe upon the moving ſea ſands; 
I would willingly exhort them to the ſame prudence in a much 
ater concern. But the rock which is the foundation of hope and 
to ſome, is occaſion of ſtumbling and vffence to others, and 
ſhould * that the ſame ruinous folly be not theirs. If 
ever, that ſecurity which the gurpoſe of God according to election 
ds, be left out, there is no ſalvation to be had or hoped for by 
er finner or ſaint, Rom. iv. 16. ix. IIs 16. xi. 5, 6. Heb. vi. 
19. Tit. i. Seer en 


N . pride 
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pride and ſelf-righteouſneſs.* And are any doArine 
more oppoſite to theſe tempers, and more calculate 
to mortify them, and to humble us in the duſt « 
| elf. abatement, than thoſe which aſcribe all our ſa! 
6 + vation, from firſt to laſt, to the differencing, fool 
| reign, eternal grace of God if The truth is, it is | 
( reproach: to profeſs it, becauſe it is moſt repugnar 
= [| 8 to our natures, molt oppoſite to our carnal reaſol 5 
and judgment, and every feeling we poſſeſs; and i 
therefore uſually the laſt to be acknowledged, evey 
by thoſe whoſe minds the Spirit of God may har 
favingly enlightened. If we go through a pariſh, | 
town, 2 city or a family, that has not heard t 
pure Goſpel, we ſhall find all Arminians, almoſt . 
a man; all ſet againſt the doctrine in queſtion ar 
ready to perfecute and revile it! For, to belic'W 
that we have all a power to turn to God, and th 
we have all enough of light, grace, and the Spirit: 
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* Righteous ſelf is wicked ſelf, and the wickedeſt part of ſelf, for 
a proud denial and rejection of the belt gift Jefus can beſtow, even 
| own moſt glorious juſtifying righteouſneſs, Luke xv. 22. Whoerl 

| means to be ſaved muſt learn to count their own goodneſs for this dur 
| | and droſs, and renounce it accordingly, Phil. iii. 7, 8. Many: 1 

moral, however, becauſe they have too much pride to be otherwii fon: 
and hypocriſy enough to wiſh to be thought good. Thee are 3 hit: 
perſons who are moſt in danger of incurring the eternal wrath of - Goy * 
by the hateful fin of loving and admiring their own —_— 
The law is the miniſtration of death, (2 Cor. iii. ) and chat is the mai 
they ſerve, and this the wages it pays. | 


. 


+ This differencing grace is manifeſt all through the FeripturW 80 
Of two brethren, as Abel and Cain, ſacob and Eſau; one is tak . 
and the other left. Of two kings, David and Saul, Nebuchadnezer a 
Pharoah. Of two thieves, one is taken and the other left. 1 N 1 
ſame may be obſerved of Mary Magdalene, Lydia, Saul, c. mat wy 
the monuments of mercy, While othersof their connexions, relate 

96 ec. might have been paſſed by. What is this, but that ſovereig 
5 eleing grace, which ſo many malevolently revile? See Matt. xi. 2 
Joha 7 FF. 
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hoofe him and to become his when we pleaſe, be- 
guſe Chriſt died for us all, is the religion of blind de- 
raved nature.* Bur properly to believe and receive 
e doctrines we maintain, however ſome, for want 
ſaving light, may practically abuſe them, will re- 
ire a ſupernatural power and influence. Ne man will 
uly and effectually receive theſe, except God be 
With him, and in him by his ſpirit. See-. Thel. i. 45+ 

1 Secondly. Are We not vindicated in maintaining 
Wee principles, from the conſideration that they 
1 me in with the glorious light of the Reformation, 
d that they are what all the. venerable Reformers 
kd Martyrs held, I believe, toa man? We know, 
far as hiſtory may be depended, on, or deſerves: 
= e. edit, that all the pulpits of this kingdom (a very 
; ew excepted). were filled with the doctrines for 
ws Pier this little Eſſay pleads, previous to the reiga 

Laud, that notorious and bigotted W T7. And 


* 
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1 * While a great multitude loudly boaſt, we are all haſta by 
e redemption of Chriſt, &c. it is poſſible and common for the ſame - 
ſons to be practically contradicting the acknowledgment, by living 
= thc neglect of his ſalvation, and in the habits of diſobedience. 
| ele, in the Apoſtie's ſenſe, are denying the Lord that bought them 
Mating with their conduct what they warmly plead for with their 
iid & tongue. They profeſs that they know. God, but in works they deny 
ol 75 m. The great deceiver of ſouls has not a few ſuch deluded cap- 
oN Bc in- his power. O that there was a heart in them to .perceive 
cir danger, and eſcape the ſnare! The ſame pious wiſh may be 
HP preſſed for all thoſe, who are ſtrenuous advocates for every d6&tine 
We grace, but whoſe unſanQified tempers and purſuits, too awfully 
bow they are ſtrangers to the proper influence of any of chem. 
3 5 : 
_ bs, + Hence it is, that almoſt all the religions books, publiſhed before 
1 ee middle of the laſt century, which have reached us, are Calvi“ 
vt Naie; and what is obſervable, treat of Calviniſtic truths as freely as 
Y undifputed and univerſally received or otherwiſe, rank Arminian- 
4 n (nw Methodiſm) with Popery : both of which being fo near 
5 . increaſed like a Andes — the reigns of . and any 
= . IL 
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we may enquire, Who among all that ſuffered-in the 1 


reignu of Mary can be named that did not*profeſs taf 1 
believe them? We know of none, indeed, among £ 
all the Martyrs for the truth, whoſe hiſtory has com d 
down to us, that were not in their religious princied 
ples, what are now called Calviniſts. Our opponenuſſe 
would do well to remember this, and to confider nM c« 
what an unjuſtifiable manner the * ſentiments, 0 b 
which have taken ſuch a wide ſprend, as being cont 
genial to human nature, through more than the threat? 
kingdoms, were ſet a going in their late eminent r 
Patron ;*-which at leaſt entitles them to a little mot 1 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion than moſt of their advocate 
are diſpoſed to ſhew them. They ſhould alſo Now 
that as the Calviniſtic principles, as they are diftin- few, 
guiſhed, are no others than thaſe which ſome of the e 
Art Chriſtians in this, and I believe, any other na- =” 
tion have held, they certainly claim a little more ſo . 
ber reflection and candid treatment than they receive. 
The reader who may have peruſed Mr. Tor LA p'. bf 
Hiſtoric Proof of Calviniſm, has ſeen, if I miſtake E 
not, theſe obſervations clearly ſtated, and invincib!y4 
demonſtrated. To which perhaps nothing needed to 
have been added, for their univerſal recommenda-B 
tion, than a little more of the meekneſs and for. 
W's ; be - | | if 
| _ G | | nt, — 
o This was by for up, to determine whether he ſhould preach} Ip 


and print Calviniſm or Arminianiſm. See Letters of Meſirs, *$ 
Whitfield and Toplady to Mr. John Weſley. Un 2 

If this ſhould appear unaccountably ſtrange, it is equally ſo, that 5 1 
the ſame perſon ſhould in the capacity of a ſpiritual Ruler, impoſe 
his notes on the New Teſtament; &c. as the ſtandard. and directory „ 
of doctrine and teaching for all his preachers; when he had ſworn to ie. 
the truth of the 39 Articles of the Church of England ; which are a. 
as widely oppoſite to that ſtandard as they well can be! ! See at page fi 5 1 
12, f this Eſſay, where, for are, line 12th, read were; and for 
3 line 25, Tread decreed, "and for hoſtile, fete. 
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rance of Chriſt; tho? it muſt be owned he wanted 
pattern of theſe excellencies in his violent oppoſers. 
8 7 birdly, Is it not hard that whilſt we are laboring 
4 do good upon theſe. principles, as our venerable 
aecceſſors before us, many, zealous. profeſſors on 
e oppoſite ſide of the queſtion, ſhould be Jaboring 
FF counteract the effects and defign of our endeavours 
8 0 bring ſinners to Chriſt, and to build up believers 
„their moſt. holy faith; by miſrepreſenting our 
Wtiments and aims, end poiſoning the minds of our 
nt he xrers with falſe and malignant inſinuations of the 
gerous and odious tendency of our doctrines and 
aching ?: Yet it is too notorious to bs concealed 
„denied, that this is the conſtant practice of not a 
„. to draw people from our miniſtry and acquain- 
ie ce, and diſaffect their minds towards us, 
1. =. they may win them over to their on party, 
ft of their converſion, and get them enrolled in 
e. their ſocieties; after which it is in vain to expect a 
ient bearing from them, or to hope to do them 
good.“ It is however as diſhoneſt as unfair and 
We encrous to compaſs this end by dreſſing up a 
og htful figure of religion with the name of horrible 
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The late ſtrange commotion among different ſocieties of Metho- 
. was, and is to this day honoured, by not a few of their Prea- 

, with the name of an extraordinary work of God. It is really 
hat men proſeſſing to be teachers of ſuch numerous claſſes of 
People, ſhould poſſeſs no more diſcernment than to cive ſuch a diſtine- 
do the moſt extravagant exceſſes of blind enthuſtaſm-that have 
aps diſgraced the name of religion for a century. But to hear 
00 them talk ot adding, as the fruit of ſuch 2 deluſion, hundreds to God 
vo he circuit of a ſe miles, by joining them to their ſocieties, is not 
i N ly a libel on religion, but ſavors over much of ſomething which 
1 4 et Nen requires to de free from. f | have long been praying and 
Ms with many others, for a revival of the cauſe of Cod: but 
1 h an one as this ought, in my own judgment, to occafion ſhame 

concern rather than boaſting ; and this effect I rather think it has 
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upon ſome of the more judicious of that denomination. 
. «pd 8 decree, 
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deeree, eternal reprobation, and I know not what b 
fide; and then fathering it upon us, as if it were 
genuine offspring of our preaching or principle 
When, however, they labor to perſuade people tha 
we believe there are children in hell a ſpan Jong, co 
figned to eternal damnation before their exiſtence} 
that only one out of ten or twenty is exempted fro 
this fate, let them do what they will; and other e 
traneous things, which we cannot ſo much as nan 
without being ſhocked; they ought to be remindeſ 
that falſehood is a mean as well as a wicked fervay 
to à good cauſe; and it is not likely to be owned 
God, in pedpling their ſocieties with uſeful or orns 
mental, or confcientious Chriſtians.“ 4 

If our principles do not allow and require fant 
fication in all its branches and in all its degrees, a 
if our preaching do not aim to enforce and promo 
it, and to encourage ſinners to feek mercy and lit 


let them judge and reprobate them: bur if theſe þ * 


their tendency, and theſe their declared effects, ho 
can they load us with accuſations to the contra 
without wanting the love of brethren or the tempel 
of a Chriſtian, or even the uprightneſs of hond 
men ? Have not ſome of us as good evidence - of 


— — — * 
* Every impenitent ſinner and hypocrite believes and hopes he H 
a chance of ſalvation, This ruinous hope Arminianiſm flatters 2 
encourages by allowing it, upon the ground of every man having 
free will and ſome power. So the free-willers ſaid to Moſes, > 
that the” Lord hath ſpoken ⁊ue will do; while the good Prophet, wil 
à better judzment, lamented the want of ſuch a heart, Exod. Aix. 
Deut. v. 28, 29. In like * anner, Calviniſm diſallows this fr 
will and power, and denies this vain hope; it alſo tries to undermiſ 
fuch a falſe prop, by replying as Joſhua, in a ſimilar caſe of iznoran 
and ſelf-ſufficiency Te cannor ſerve the Lord; they had not a lay 
wt do as they imagined : And let but the finner believe and feel thi 
and his deſpair of being ſaved is the beginning of his ſafety and li ; 
forth en we may encourage him as the Lord directs, Turn ye to 


Prong bold, ye priſoners of hope. Sce at page 20, and 24. 
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„ that our faith is the froit of the Spirit of Grace; 
e tc 107 labors owned of God? And whilſt many of | 
ip n are eye witneſſes of this, and ſome willing to | 
thi nowledge it, can they be juſtihedin ſtriving to 


con 
* 
nee 
fro 
r en 
nanf 


der our ufefutneſs, and to bereeve us of our ſpiri- 1 9 
children, the chief comfort aud ſolace of our 2. 
5 Ar and life? 
EFourthly. May we not enquire, by way of vindica- 

Wn, whether converſion to God and repentance to 


de , for which we are or ought to be both ſtrenuous, 
vai ear be effected upon any other principles than thoſe 
ed WF which we plead? Or can there indeed be any | 
orn pe] to ſinners, like ourſelves, in any dther way 


Thin what has here been deſcribed? Were the 


inct Texting doctrines of Methodiſm true, to eftablith 
ang = ſo much pains has been taken, there would 


mo! been no true religion in the world long before 
| ike : For who or what was to ſecure its continuance, 
fe | Yr. ven exiſtence, againſt the power and controul of 
" , if the Lord's abſolute promiſe and determinate 
ran poſe were left out of the queſtion ? nothing but 
* th boaſted power and reaſon and. will of man, im- 
one r ved by natural light and grace; which the Prigee 
Darkneſs would make & tufh at. 
12 be the Lord, then, for thoſe gracious aſ- 
ances and decrees, which neither his formidable 
| VF acity nor {trength combined, can either undermine 
Wcircumvent. A race of true Chriſtians, the ge- 
Mae offspring of grace, ſhall-be preſerved to the 
: 8 of time ; for the mouth of the Lord has ſpoken 
Palm xxii. 30. Ixxii. Iſa. lix. This is my cove» 
* Pt, ſaith the Lord, my Spirit which is on thee, 
a y z the Redeemer) and my words which I have put 
N hy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 
of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor of thy ſeed's feed 
m henceforth and for ever. And certainly this is 
> firk reaſon wh , there is any. true Church remain- 


ing 


vailing ſentiments of Arminianiſm when God ſhall dq 


ture, we only need to urge upon many the words of the Holy Ghoſ 
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ing in the world. To the ſame caufes, namely, the 
eternal purpoſe, the faithful promiſe.“ and the invin 
eible grace of God in Chriſt, by which the ſalvation 
of any is made ſure, it is owing that we yet expe 
to have believers increaſed a thouſand fold; a nation 
bora in a day. And how will it fare with the pre 


” 


this ? Iſa. Ixvi. 8, &c. | | 
It is indeed a wonder to many, than otherwiſe 
how, with theſe. views of things, we can deem any 
guilty, or ſincerely ſeek their ſalvation. But if ſuc 
readers will take the trouble to compare Deut. x 
15—19, with xxix. 4, 19, Acts xxviii. 23— 27, au 
others, they may feel the ſame wonder at Moſes an 
Paul as at us. It may, perhaps, ſerve to abate thi 
ſurprize if we add, (t.) It is plain, that every man's 
conſcience. i* on the fide. of holineſs. and the wilt of 
God, though the propenlities of his depraved, cor 
rupt heart draw him another way, f and on th 

grow: * 


— IE 


* See Gal. iii. 8. Where obſerve, free juſtification by the ris} 
teouſneſs of faith; without the mention of one work, is aſſerted, oi 
fore ſeen and fo predetermined; that the promiſe of eternal life 
given in this way to the ſpiritual, that is, cholen ſeed of Abraham 
the heirs of promiſe, (Heb. vi. 13, 17.) and that this promiſe is H 
Goſpel, which the convicted, believing ſinner is called humbly at 
thankfully to receive, Yet this is what many call Antinomianiſnl 
But is not a curſe pronounced upon the preaching of any other ? Chi 
i. 9. See Rom. iii. 21, 22, and Tit. i. I, 2. All humble true be 
lievers, however, are called to be ſaints and chofen for the ſame 
They have received the Spirit of promiſe, and are diſpoſed and forme 
for every good work. This alſo is the purport of their prayers, thei 
deſires, &c. and is the main concern of their life. To ſuch, ther 
fore, We may enumerate duties, and exhort to them with aſſure 
hope of ſucceſs. And the God of Iſrael is he who giveth ſtrengl 
and po wer to his people: Bleſſed be God. Pf. Ixviii. See Tit. iii. 

+ To arouſe the dormant unſuſpected wickedneſs of corrupt n. 


to Wit, © that God bath mercy en whom be will ha ve mercy, and av: 


i 


C N 1: * 
ound he is the ſubject of more or leſs ſelf- accuſa. 
n, Exod. xxiv. 3. Deut. v., zW, 29. (2z.) He is: 
demned alſo by the holy life, and good converſa- 
thoſe who truly fear God, Heb. xi. 7. (3.) He 
ompelled oecaſionally to ſpeak well of that which 
hates, and to cenſure that diſobedience and ini- 
ity he allows and-prefers, 1 Sam. xii. 5, to, 19, 23. 
is, and more than this renders it undeniable that: 
uilt is his own. But every awakened finner is 
ticularly ſenſible of this, and is always willing to 
feſs his tranſgreſſion has been voluntary and pre- 
ptous, and has been exceedingly aggravated by 
t long ſuffering and goodneſs the Lord has ſhown | 
1. Let the reader aſk, If he have never felt ſome- 
ag of this kind himſelf? As the Lord is, however, 
author of ſuch eonverſious, we are encouraged to - 
ee and pray for more. But we-alfo /ove our neigh- 
or Þr's beſt intereſt, and cannot help ſecking it. 
tlie loreover, every intelligent Chriſtian, knows, and 
und allow, that it is only by the Holy Spirit's en- 
tening and quickening influence that we are 
el to God, who by nature are far from him and 
mies to him. And muſt. we.not all allow, that 
% Spirit is the gift of God to us, and in us, for 
nan purpoſe ? 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. 1 John iv. 13: Rom. 
is 4, 15, 9. John xvi. 3. That that gift, alſo, is 
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aud \ 
And 
thif 
Ti 


de fruit of che. Lord's love and purpoſe? How then 
Chap cs N 3 cp: 
1c 2M | An 

Carne be bardenetb. The truly humbled ſoul, who feels he has 

orme ed every good, and merited every evil, and is able to refign him- 


p to the ſovereign diſpoſal of the Lord, will perceive : nothing 
ſonable or unjuſt in ſuch a divine right: The proud, however, 
rage at it with the enmity and oppoſition of their father the 
| ;. but indeed with no more ſucceſs. For the Lord will do his 
Will; and the way he has appointed to fave us, is by ſubmitting 
to; in every ſuch cafe there can be nothing but mercy and kind- 
with kim. | r 


gad 


— 


table, everlaſting love of God in Chriſt, Jeſus; 2 


is to teach us this, in a ſtate of utter blindneſs a 


ſuch a gift be ſuppoſed to be imparted without p 


1 1 ST. CITI 
N they vl. Lo. — W- ooo > 


a8; 58 1 


can that love and purpoſe be otherwiſe than eterna! 
the Lord Jehovat ? Jer. xxxi. 3, John XVI. 7. XV. 2 
2 Theſ. ii. 16, 17. Take away indeed the imm 


from what cauſe. or quarter is the abiding giſt of f 
Spirit, or the bleſhng of eternal life to ariſe ! | 
muſt know and feel we are condemned and loſt, | 
fore we ſhall ſeek and find to our comfort: But v 


darkneſs, but the Spirit of Promiſe? And whe 
to beſtow. that ſpirit independent of Chriſt ? 4 
what motive can effeQually induce him to do tf 
Mort of love, mercy, grace, &.? And what ist 
mercy of God but an immutable attribute? Andd 


poſe, deſign, appointment, determination, &c. 
is inconceivable how it can be otherwiſe.“ 4 
what is the Goſpel, but the news or. revelation 
mercy and grace to the guilty, the condemned 

periſhing, (See Luke iv. 18, Iſa. xxvii. 13.).wh 
Provided and accepted a ſacrifice for fin in Je 
Chriſt? (2 Cor. v. 21.) even that very mercy 


3 
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Some may be ready to ſay that, If they could believe ſuch 
trine as this, they would abandon themſelves to deſpair and licent 
neſs; perſuaded their end would be juſt the ſane as if they took i 
ſo muck pams. But this is the language of ignorance; for the) 
not aware that the belief of this, for which we plead, is another mh 
and would produce quite another ſet of feelings: If it did not it WW 
good for nothing. There is indeed an effectual bar to the belici a 
the ignorance and pride of the heart, which only enlightening ol" 
Gan remove. And to believe aright with the ſame ſtate of mimi 

leſs while unbelieving, is not poſſible in the nature of things. 
when it pleaſeth Cod to call us by his grace, and to reveal his He 
us, we ſhall be raiſed above the influence of fieſh and ſenſe, aw 
diſpoſed to aſk as a little child, Lord what wouldeſt thou have 
believe and do? The truth is, we are.not our own keepers; f 
were, we ſhould never believe the ſoul-humbling and ſoul- ſavings, 
waonics of Goſpel grace. See. Matt. XII. 29. and 2 Tim. i. Wo: 


k 39 ] 
ace we have now deſcribed, and which could ns 
pre have a beginning in Jehovah than his very 
ſtence, Prov. viii. 23, 31. We fee, then, that 
vever ſome may oppoſe and diffike theſe doctrines 
grace, as anti-ſcriptural and dangerous, they con- 
ute the Goſpel which ſaves them, and are inter- 
ven with their experience, if they have the expe- 
ace of a ſaved ſinner, (2 Tim. i. 9.) Nor can they 
dye themſelves, converted to God, without acknow- 
ging and confirming them. Every truly converted 
, is indeed, a living, happy teſtimony of the 
cious purpoſe and everlaſting unchanging love of 
d in Chriſt Jeſus; Whether he be willing to ac- 
wiedge it or not in the terms here employed to 
cribe-it.* Once more, 
ifthly. If we know' we are perfectly ſinful, and 
t God is perfectly holy, and that therefore we 
| have a perfect righteouſneſs to juſtify us in his 
ht: And if ſuch a righteouſneſs Jeſus has brought 


Aſk a truly enlightened Arminian, how his eyes came to be 
ed and his mind to be changed; and his own refleCtions oblige 
to ſay, if he reply at all, it was the gracious operation of cha 
uch Wit of Chriſt, ' when he was, like the reſt of the world, a ſtranger to 
cenie, to God and himfelf. And is not this Calviniſm? Can ſuck 
cknowledgment be made without implying, what, the ſame per- 
may be ſo inconſiſtent as to object to in other words, viz. That 


| Lord has mercy on whom he will have mercy, and that one ſhall 
ot it ea and another left. Follow ſuch an acknowledgment, hows 
elle to its ſource, and it muit allow ſovereign, electing grace; and 


ne it to its end, and it cannot but infer certain perſeverante. 
p every truly conyerted Methodiſt is, in his experience, what he 
p a Calvinift: And were he ſimply to obey the dictates of his 
experience, and not borrow the opinions and prejudices of others, 
would be uniformly the ſame in ſentiment as he is in heart. He 
d formally maintain, he was ſaved by that grace which has not 
ſhown to all in the ſame manner as to himſelf. Or in other 
Cav , that, To Bim it is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
n. i. em it is not given, Matt. xiii. Sce xi. 27+ and xvi. 17. 
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E 
in with this view, (Dan. ix. 24. Acts xiii. 39.) are 
wrong in believing it, accepting it, being thankful iS 
it, and preaching it accordingly ? Have we any thi 
elſe to truſt to or glory in? But we feel that in ourfld 
dwelletk nothing that is good, but every thing th 
is evil; a conſtant propenſity to forget the Lord ri 
bought us, to truſt in the creature, and to grow. 
"miſs in his ſervice and indifferent to his glory a 
will. We need therefore invincible grace within uf 
as well as this glorious righteouſneſs and immutabi 
promiſes without us, to countera& and overcome till 
influence of every evil inclination and ſinful temp 
This is promiſed and this is given us in Jeſus Chrit 
For fin ſhall not have dominion over us becauſe 
are not under the law, not in a ſtate of nature, b 
under grace. This is the powerful operation of! 
Holy Spirit, inclining our hearts to oppoſe all it 
quity ia its rifings and workings, and to ſeek and 
cleave to the will of the Lord, and honour him 
the diligent improvement of every talent he has ly 
us. This frame of mind, by the Spirit of his gra 
is the evidence to us that the Lord has juſtified 
freely, and for evermore by his grace, ( Heb. x. 14 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus; ai 
conſequently that we ſhall never be ſeparated ir 
his love.“ Rom. viii. 33z—39. Whatever doctr. 
| 8 
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Some retailersof {craps of ſcripture are fond of plying one ate 
turn with Ezek. xviii. 24, to oppoſe the certain perieverance of Wi 
ſaints. But if the truly-juſtified man fell finally away, ſuch 1 
tures as Heb. x. 38. [ob. xvii. 9. Phil. i. 6. would be flatly cor 
dicted. We are certain, therefore, that this part of the Wor 
God is not deſigned; to oppoſe what others affirm. The Lord 

_ *the righteous by warnings, &c. as well as by promiſes ; and the WE 
mer are calculated and over-ruled to promote that watchfulneſs, pr: 
and godly. fear, {Heb- iv. 1, II.] which che promiſe reſpects; 9 
"cially when they may be under che temptation of caraal ſecurity, 5 


5 By OBE Rey 


| d of are intended to rob us of theſe pricileged; 
. which our hope, our joy, our ſanctification, and 


Ernal life are fo much concerned, we muſt 'oppoſe. 
r God hath not given us the ſpirit of bondage and 
r, but of liberty, power. and love. And as we 

i this way, which he has taught us, ſo ſafe, fo 
Infortable, and fo efficacious to make the will aud 

ys of Chriſt our delight; we cannot but recom- 

tand it to others, who appear to be enquiring after 
hope of righteouſneſs by faith: And we are 
np Wand to inculcate it upon them with proper ten- 

\r1Wneſs and prudence, that they alſo may be able to 

cin humble triumph, In the Lord have I righ- 

» Wuſneſs and ſtrength : Righteouſneſs to juſtify for 

f. and ſtrength in Chriſt, to enable to walk agree- 

li to ſuch a glorious and exalted hope. In brief, 

naß har as we have received theſe doctrines aright, we 

mv that God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 

s WW wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 

grain, hath quickened us, and given us everlaſting 

jeaſß solation and good hope through grace; and here- 

- Happy evidence that he hath not appointed us to 


Ich, but hath appointed us to obtain ſalvation 


og Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, that we might 
riß together with him: That he hath from the be- 
de | 


F ginning, 
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We queſtion in the place alluded to is, Should a man truly juſti- 
om his youth, (ver. 4—9,) live ereſcape temporal and eternal 
1 ment, were he to turn from the way of obedience and continue 
in? Theanſwer is, No; he ſhould die for his iniquity as well as 
Picked, who alſo in turning ſhould live: for birth, in either caſe, 
Wd have no influence on the Lord. This then ſettles the matter in 


x 2 We between God and thoſe who are ſuppoſed to accuſe him of in- 
bo : e and inequality in his ways. It is, nevertheleſs, allowed that 
ity) | ord has a right to keep his ſaints for ever; and there is nothing 


intimated that he will not. Some however may believe for a 
be, and in time of temptation draw back unto perdition, and du- 
their continuance in goodneſs, may appear righteous, and be 


d accordingly ; And this ſeems the meaning of Ezck. iii. 20» 
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ginnin , Choſen us to ſalvation, through ſanQif 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereun 
he called us by the Goſpel to the obtaining of f 
glory of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. From which 
reaſonably and thankfully conclude, that he will d 
Pale our hearts to obey all his precepts, and in, 
manner guide us by his counſels and afterwards bri 
us to glory, that we may praiſe him world withe 


end, as the redeemed of the Lord ſang the Song 
Moſes, after they had ſafely croſſed the Red Sea 


Thou in thy mercy haſt led forth the people which i 
haſt redeemed; thou haſt guided them in thy ftre:; 


ante thy holy habitation, Exod. xv. 13. | 
We may now cloſe with ſubjoining the gratc 
triumph of the humble experienced believer, in 
words of the Apoſtle Peter: Bleſſed be the God: 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again, be 
ele& according to the fore-knowledge of the Fat! 
unto a lively hope, to an inheritance reſerved in hc 
ven for us, who are kept by the power of God th 
faith, and the ſanQification of the Spirit unto | 


wherein we greatly rejoice, receiving the end of 


faith, even the ſalvation of our ſouls, 1 Pet. i- 2 


= 
2 


_ 


Notwithſtanding the Arminian errors the author has bee: 
along combating and expoſing, he is confident there are many of! 
denomination whoſe experjence denies all relation to them, be 
purely evangelical. Theſe, he further believes, only want to 
Calviniſtic doctrines freed from ſome of thoſe formidable difficu 
and objections which Arminianiſm has attached to them, to em 
and rejoice, in them. For ſuch he would be underſtood to have t 
ten; to ſuch he acknowledges himſelf united in the bonds of Ch 
tian affection and bratherly love; and ſuch he would particu! 
requeſt to try and prove every thing he has written, and hold fat 
that which is good fully perſuaded that the truths he has plezdedt 
only need, with ſuch a fair examination, joined to humble pra 
to obtain their decided approbation and cordial acceptance. In 
may the Lord graciouſly aſſiſt them, and with it, be pleaſed to i 


as bee! 
nany oft 
hem, 8 
want to 
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to em? 
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ce. In! 


leaſed toi 


ND now, let not any ſuppoſe the Author has 
written merely to aid the triumph of victory 

r their opponents, or to furniſh materials for that 
poſe ; for he profeſſeth himſelf an enemy to ſuch 


anton abuſe of awful truth. They who have 
er been humbled and changed by grace, have 
er concerns to mind than to diſpute about its 
trines, Let them ſeek to know and exemplify 
proper influence of the Goſpel they profeſs; 
erwiſe they may be cheated outs of its bleſſings, 
le they are zealous 1n its defence, 
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Then a ſinner is turned to God, Behold, be prays : And we may 
etty certain he will pray that God would keep him. But as 
pirit of prayer is the divine gift (Zech. xii. 10. Rom. viii. 26, 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Lord, whoſe gifts are ⁊uith- 
penance, and who never ſaid to ſuch, Seek ye my face in vain, 
ear his cry. We may alſo ſafely athrm, he will preſerve his 
ig ſeed to the end, among other reaſons, as an anſwer to their 
r, and the defire he himſelf has implanted, Zech. xiii. 9. See 
17, which ſcripture is an additional ſtriking proof, that the 
ion of every humble believer originates in free grace, and is 
ed by the ſame.— ( Thou wwilt prepare their . heart, thou wilt 
bine ear to bear. > : 
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